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INTRODUCTORY  HISTORY 


The  earliest  history  of  New  Mexico  before  the  American  occupa- 
tion in  1846  gives  the  northern  boundary  the  Nepesta  or  Arkansas 
River  ;  an  early  treaty  with  the  Republic  of  Mexico  fixes  the  eastern 
boundary  as  the  100th  degree  of  longitude ;  the  state  of  Chihuahua  was 
the  southern  boundary  and  the  Mogollon  mountains  northerly  to  the 
Moqui  Pueblos,  and  from  "thence  northerly  to  the  headwaters  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Del  Norte  was  the  western  boundary."  When  New  Mexico 
was  created  into  a  territory,  it  was  with  the  present  boundaries. 

Silver  City  is  among  the  early  towns  of  the  territory ;  The  county 
of  Grant  was  established  in  1868  by  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  and 
Silver  City  became  the  County  Seat.  It  was  also  the  first  incorporated 
town  in  the  Territory. 

The  Legislature  of  1863  passed  an  act  creating  a  territorial  board 
of  education  to  consist  of  the  governor,  the  secretary  of  the  Territory, 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  bishop  of  New  Mexico.  The 
act  further  created  the  office  of  territorial  superintendent  of  schools  to 
be  appointed  by  the  governor.  Apparently  none  was  appointed,  since 
the  records  show  that  "Amado  Chavez  was  the  first  territorial  superin- 
tendent of  Instruction." 

The  Legislature  of  1859-60  passed  a  law  providing  that  Justices 
of  the  peace  should  appoint  annually  in  each  plaza  of  their  respective 
precincts  a  person  capable  of  teaching  the  children  of  such  place  the  first 
rudiments  of  learning.  The  teachers  were  entitled  to  fifty  cents  per 
month  for  each  pupil,  the  parents  to  furnish  the  necessary  books  and 
wood  for  fuel.  The  parents  were  subject  to  a  fine  for  failure  to  com- 
ply;  but  were  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  law  for  four  reasons: 
First :  "that  the  parent  will  take  under  his  own  charge,  with  all  possible 
diligence  the  teaching  of  his  own  children.  Second :  that  he  has  the 
children  under  the  care  of  another  person  who  can  instruct  them  more 
conveniently  and  will  be  diligent  in  so  doing.  Third :  that  necessity 
compels  him  to  employ  them  in  the  flocks  or  at  other  employment  incom- 
patible with  their  attending  school.  Fourth  :  That  the  pupils  are  not 
under  his  charge,  i.  e.,  if  they  are  bound  out  to  another  person  under  the 
law  of  master  and  servants." 

In  1872  the  boards  of  supervisors  became  the  directors  of  the 


schools  in  their  respective  counties  and  they  must  be  fit  and  competent 
and  of  good  repute.  Four  years  later,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  took  the  place  of  the  probate  judge  as  chairman 
of  the  school  commissioners. 

A  very  remarkable  statute  was  passed  in  1889  outlining  the  sole 
qualification  for  teachers  as  :  "That  hereafter  in  this  Territory  no  person 
who  cannot  read  and  write  sufficiently  to  keep  his  own  record  in  either 
the  English  or  Spanish  languages  shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  or  ap- 
pointed to  hold  the  office  of  school  teacher,  school  director,"  and  several 
other  offices. 

In  1882  the  legislature  authorized  the  organization  of  school  dis- 
tricts and  the  support  of  schools  by  public  money.  It  was  not,  however, 
until  1891  that  the  common  school  system  was  firmly  established.  This 
law  provided  for  the  New  Mexico  Board  of  Education ;  the  election  of 
county  superintendents  in  each  county  and  the  election  of  three  school 
directors. 
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TO 


That  long  line  of  men  and  women  who  taught  in  the  Public  Schools 
of  Silver  City  and  who  for  a  time  helped  in  building  up  the  school 
system,  this  book  is  dedicated.  A  more  lasting  monument  could  not 
be  erected  to  them  than  to  have  had  a  part  in  such  work  nor  a  more 
fitting  sentiment  be  expressed  than  that  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes : 

''Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,  O  my  soul 

As  the  swift  seasons  roll ; 

Leave  thy  low  vaulted  past ; 

Let  each  temple  nobler  than  the  last 

Shut  thee  from  heaven  with  a  dome  more  vast, 

Leaving  thine  outgrown  shell 

By  life's  unresting  sea !" 
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In  writing  a  continuous  story  of  the  establishment  of  the  free  public 
school  in  Silver  City,  New  Mexico,  which  begins  in  1874,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  quote  portions  of  school  laws  passed  by  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, prior  to  the  time  when  the  school  was  asked  for  in  this  small 
western  mining  town.  During  that  period  when  communication  with 
the  "states"  was  by  stage  coach ;  when  Indians  were  on  the  warpath ; 
when  stage  robberies  were  a  common  thing  and  of  a  necessity,  many 
rough  and  bad  characters  came  into  this  part  of  the  country  along  with 
prospectors,  miners.  Saloons,  gambling  halls  and  all  of  the  accompany- 
ing riff-raff  were  built  beside  respectable  business  houses ;  but  through 
all  this  runs  a  tiny  thread  of  culture  and  education  and  it  is  with  this 
desire  for  better  things  that  this  history  is  concerned. 

The  town  of  Silver  City  was  located  as  early  as  1871,  became  the 
county  seat  of  Grant  County  in  1873,  when  there  were  three  hundred  and 
fifty  Americans  and  seven  hundred  Mexicans.  Grant  County  was  or- 
ganized by  a  special  act  of  the  legislature  in  July,  1868 ;  and  one  of  the 
first  official  acts  of  the  newly  created  county  was  the  holding  of  Court 
under  a  juniper  tree  near  what  is  now  Central. 

The  first  School  commissioners  were  Honorable  R.  Hudson,  Presi- 
dent Cornelius  Bennett,  John  M.  Ginn  and  Robert  V.  Newsham,  mem- 
bers. These  men  were  to  have  charge  of  the  schools  for  the  county  as 
well  as  of  the  town  of  Silver  City. 

In  the  Mining  Life  of  May  31,  1873,  is  found  the  first  demand  for 
a  school.  "Society  has  a  right  to  demand  that  every  child  born  in  it, 
should  have  such  an  education  as  would  fit  it  to  be  at  least  a  useful  mem- 
ber of  that  society — Now  is  the  time  to  commence  this  glorious  fabric 
for  the  future.  Let  it  go  forth  that  our  country  is  not  only  rich  in 
mineral  resources,  but  in  those  far  better  riches  of  mind  and  intellect." 

(In  the  year  1872,  a  paid  school  was  taught  by  Charles  Shannon, 
followed  by  a  Mr.  Green;  and  in  the  fall  of  1873,  while  the  town  waited 
for  the  public  school  to  materialize,  Miss  Jessie  F.  Anderson  opened  a 
select  school  in  a  building  the  first  door  north  of  Mr.  Juan  Chaves'  on 
Texas  Street ;  the  terms  of  tuition  were  $5.00  a  month  for  each  scholar. 
This  school  lasted  about  two  months). 

Id  July,  1873,  the  paper  calls  attention  to  the  fact  "that  there  is 
sufficient  money  to  build  a  school  but  the  commissioners  were  indifferent 
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to  the  fact."    In  August,  1873,  the  following  notice  appeared  in  the 

Mining  Life. 

Notice:    ''School  Meeting." 
"The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  are  requested  to  meet  at  the 
office  of  the  Probate  Clerk  at  9  :00  o'clock  on  Monday,  August  4th,  for 
transaction  of  business.    Silver  City,  July  30,  1873. 

Richard  Hudson, 
Probate  Clerk  and  President  of  the  Board. 

There  was  no  quorum  at  this  called  meeting,  so  the  meeting  was 
adjourned.  Some  time  later  in  the  same  month,  the  editor  mentions 
there  are  fifty  children  of  school  age  in  Silver  City,  but  nothing  can  be 
done  about  it,  as  the  school  commissioners  had  not  been  commissioned 
by  the  Governor.  "Failure  of  proper  authority  in  the  school  matter,  an 
informal  meeting  of  a  few  citizens  was  held  on  last  Saturday  evening  at 
the  store  of  Bennett  Brothers  and  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  discus- 
sing the  school  question.  Tt  was  decided  that  some  active  measure 
should  be  promptly  taken  to  supply  this  much  needed  want  in  our  com- 
munity.' Citizens  have  been  paying  out  of  their  private  purses  hereto- 
fore to  support  a  school  and  Mr.  Bremen  kindly  furnished  a  building 
for  school  purposes  in  addition  to  paying  his  pro-rata  in  greenbacks. 
The  school  commissioners  have  had  several  meetings  and  it  seems  im- 
possible for  them  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion."  Another  meeting  will  be 
held  early  the  coming  week,  when  a  definite  programme  will  be  decided 
upon  and  put  into  execution. 

On  the  11th  of  August,  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  met 
at  the  office  of  the  Probate  Clerk  and  elected  J.  M.  Ginn  secretary  of 
the  Board,  with  instructions  to  communicate  with  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  each  precinct  in  the  County  to  ascertain  the  number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  so  that  an  apportionment  of  the 
school  funds  may  be  made,  and  enable  the  Board  to  hire  a  teacher  for 
our  town.  The  Board  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  18th.  At  this  time 
Messrs.  Hudson  and  Bennett  appeared,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Ginn,  were  unable  to  select  a  location  for  a  school  house,  as  was  in- 
tended. The  editor  further  comments  that  'we  earnestly  hope  this  mat- 
ter will  be  attended  to,  as  there  are  good  locations  to  be  had  now  with- 
out the  outlay  of  a  cent,  and  such  will  not  be  the  case  for  any  great  length 
of  time.' 

While  the  editor  pounded  away  on  the  subject  of  a  school,  the  fol- 
lowing notice  appeared  in  the  September  20,  1873,  issue :  "To  the  Editor 
of  the  Mining  Life  : —  Sir :  The  ladies  of  Silver  City  will  give  a  ball  and 
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sociable  at  Cassiday's  Hall  on  Wednesday  evening,  Sept.  24,  the  proceeds 
to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools  of  Silver  City.  Tickets  $2.00 
to  be  attained  at  the  door.  Refreshments  extra."  In  a  later  notice,  this 
entertainment  was  changed  to  a  ball  and  festival  and  the  money  thus 
secured  was  ''the  net  results  of  this  affair,  after  all  expenses  have  been 
paid  are  $169.65,  which  amount  is  deposited  in  the  Bank  in  trust  for 
the  School  Fund.'' 

With  this  start,  the  ladies  of  Silver  City  embarked  on  several  enter- 
prises for  the  purpose  of  getting  money  for  a  school  building. 

The  paper  of  Sept.  27,  1873,  contained  a  notice : 

"The  ladies  who  have  the  building  of  a  school  house  for  Silver 
City  request  all  who  take  an  interest  in  this  matter  to  meet  at  Cassiday's 
Hall,  on  Monday  evening  next,  at  8  :00  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
lecting a  building  committee.    A  general  attendance  is  requested." 

At  this  meeting  Mr.  Chamberlain.  Mr.  Stevens.  Mr.  Johnson,  Mrs. 
Higgins,  Mrs.  Florman  and  Mrs.  Hudson  were  appointed.  About  this 
time.  "The  Ladies'  Education  Society"  was  organized  and  for  several 
years,  this  body  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  school  affairs. 

A  canvass  of  funds  to  erect  a  building  was  made  and  the  first  site, 
Block  53  of  the  town  plat,  near  the  top  of  the  elevation  back  of  George 
Spear's  residence  was  obtained.  (This  is  the  same  as  Block  130.  This 
land  was  given  by  Isaac  James  Stevens ;  the  first  school  building  was 
erected  on  it  in  1882). 

Another  ball  was  given  by  the  ladies  which  netted  $25.00  for  the 
school  fund.  However,  the  fund  accumulated  so  slowly,  that  on  Nov. 
15,  is  found  another  notice  in  the  paper:  "Donations  wanted." 

"The  ladies  of  the  Education  Society  request  donations  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  with  the  new  school  house.  The  material  is  on  the 
ground  and  those  that  have  promised  money,  material  and  labor  will 
confer  a  favor  by  reporting  to  the  members  of  the  committee  prepared 
to  furnish  donations.  Parties  charitably  inclined  who  are  not  or  may 
be  in  town  can  call  on  any  member  of  the  committee  and  give  any  aid 
they  may  see  proper."  Then  followed  a  list  of  the  donors  and  the 
amount  subscribed.  "We  present  below  a  list  of  the  donors  and  the 
amount  subscribed  toward  building  a  school  house  for  Silver  City  which 
is  considerable  showing  for  the  citizens  of  the  town;  this  foots  up  nearly 
eight  hundred  dollars  and  with  nearly  two  hundred  dollars  already  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee  it  argues  well  for  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise." 

Subscription  list :    "We  the  undersigned  severally  promise  to  pay 
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the  several  sums  set  opposite  our  names  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the 
erection  of  a  Public  School  house,  at  Silver  City,  in  the  County  of  Grant, 
Territory  of  New  Mexico." 

Names                                                                   Cash  Labor 

Bremen  and  Ketcham  $25.00  $  50.00 

I.  J.  Stevens  and  Son                                                     25.00  125.00 

R.  Hudson                                                                    10.00  40.00 

Bennett  Bros,  and  Co                                                    25.00  50.00 

S.  Tidwell    15.00 

I.  M.  Cohen   20.00  paid 

G.  W.  Bailey   15.00 

J.  B.  Morrill  „   15.00 

J.  G.  Crittenden   5.00  paid 

H.  M.  Hershberger   2.50 

J.  S.  Rilea   2.50 

J.  K.  Metcalf   5.00 

I.  Givens    2.00 

William  Sidow    5.00 

S.  Lindauer    2.00  paid 

G.  W.  Holt   5.00 

E.  Cosgrove    5.00  paid 

E.  S.  Armint   5.00 

R.  C.  True   5.00 

Peter  Ott    5.00 

J.  P.  Wren   5.00 

E.  E.  Burlingame   5.00 

Thos.  Holson    5.00 

G.  S.  Van  Wagenin   5.00 

O.  Neil  McKichnin   1.00  paid 

H.  M.  Porter   25.00 

C.  P.  Crawford   5.00 

H.  H.  Whitehill   5.00 

Robert  Florman    10.00  paid 

Henry  Allmen    2.50 

David  Winterburn    2.50 

William  Strong    4.00  paid 

A.  G.  Ledbetter   5.00  paid 

A.  Hall   5.00 

C.  F.  Dickinson   2.00 

A.  E.  Walcott   5.00 

L.  D.  Miller   5.00 

J.  H.  Stone.   2.00 

Thomas  Mullett   1.00  paid 

Forest  Norrell    5.00  paid 

B.  Braun    5.00 

Mary  H.  Hurlburt   5.00 

C.  F.  Bottom   10.00 

George  Spears   10.00 
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Names  Cash  Labor 

W.  Gibson    5.00 

William  Braham    5.00 

Richard  Yemans   10.00 

Marius   ...  2:00 

D.  Debat   50  paid 

E.  O.  Kennedy   10.00 

Charles  Simpson    5.00 

A.  W.  Harris   2.00 

Sam  O.  Green   5.00 

S.  N.  Carrasco   5.00 

Charley  Thayer   „    5.00  paid 

G.  W.  Ginn   5.00 

W.  McGary   5.00 

David  Abraham    25.00 

Derbyshire  and  Bros   5.00 

George  Cassiday    10.00 

C.  G.  Cunningham   1.00  paid 

W.  W.  Price   5.00  paid 

Joseph  D.  Dyer   5.00 

U.  G.  Harrinson   10.00 

H.  W.  Sherry  ■   5.00 

Thomas  Auldering    5.00 

R.  V.  Newsham   20.00 

In  the  Nov.  28,  1873,  issue  is  a  report  of  the  school  house  trust  fund. 

Silver  City,  N.  M.,  Nov.  28,  1873 

SCHOOL  HOUSE  FUND 

In  account  with  J.  A.  Ketcham,  Treasurer 

By  Net  proceeds  of  1st  festival  $169.55 

Oct.  21,  by  cash  on  donations   48.50 

Nov.  3  by  cash  from  ball  $25.00 

By  cash  on  donation   5.50  30.50 

Nov.  27  by  net  proceeds  of  "Calico  Ball"  ■.   56.80 


$305.35 

Dr. 

Oct.  26  to  W.  J.  Mallory  on  account  of  Brick  $  50.00 

Nov.  3  to  R.  Yeamens  on  shingles   40.00 

Nov.  8  A.  R.  Hammond  on  acct.  of  brick   165.00 


$225.00 

On  hand   $  50.35 


In  December,  1873,  the  School  Commissioners  make  report,  show- 
ing the  creation  of  School  District  No.  1,  to  consist  of  Silver  City:  $630 
school  funds  available,  with  180  children  in  this  district.   "In  accordance 
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with  this  authority,  the  Commissioners  have  issued  a  poster  announcing 
their  readiness  to  establish  a  school  in  Silver  City,  provided  the  citizens 
will  defray  the  expense  of  rent,  and  fuel  for  warming  a  room,  leaving 
the  public  fund  to  be  applied  toward  the  hire  of  a  teacher.  They  will 
also  receive  applications  for  the  position  of  teacher  up  to  and  including 
today.  The  salary  to  be  fifty  dollars  per  month,"  and  the  editor  adds, 
"we  understand  that  as  soon  as  room  can  be  put  in  shape,  and  a  selection 
of  teacher  be  made,  that  the  school  will  be  opened." 

The  School  Board,  consisting  of  C.  Bennett  and  G.  W.  Holt  made 
this  announcement :  "The  Public  School  will  open  on  Monday,  January 
5,  1874.  The  Board  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  that  they  have  rent- 
ed the  McGary  Hall  for  school  purposes  and  have  secured  the  services 
ci  Dr.  J.  Webster  as  principal  of  the  school  in  this  district.  All  children 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years  will  be  admitted  free  of  charge." 

About  five  days  after  the  opening  of  the  first  public  school  of  Silver 
City,  the  editor  visited  the  school  and  gives  his  impressions  :  "There 
were  twenty-five  pupils  present,  of  whom  many  were  Mexicans.  The 
teacher  had  a  class  composed  of  Mexican  children  on  the  floor.  Their 
style  of  spelling  showed  that  care  was  taken  to  ground  them  thoroughly 
in  the  elementary  sounds  and  their  progress  will  be  more  or  less  marked 
by  their  attendance.  The  reading  in  the  fifth,  the  highest,  was  very 
creditable  and  evidenced  the  care  taken  to  impress  a  good  and  natural 
manner  in  the  style  of  the  readers.  Other  classes  were  heard  and  the 
prevailing  good  behavior  remarked.  Press  of  time  obliged  us  to  retire 
sooner  than  was  agreeable." 

In  the  January  24.  1874,  issue  was  found  the  following : 
"Our  Public  School,  has  now  been  in  session  three  weeks  in  charge 
of  Dr.  Webster.  The  attendance  has  not  been  as  large  as  was  expected 
on  account  of  a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Mexican 
parents,  who  expected  that  a  charge  would  be  made  for  tuition.  They 
are  being  informed  on  the  contrary,  and  the  children  are  beginning  to 
come  in.  The  average  attendance  is  now  37.  W^e  have  visited  this 
school  and  found  everything  going  along  as  nicely  as  could  be  desired. 
Some  difficulty  is  experienced  in  forming  the  classes  on  account  of  the 
many  varieties  of  books  in  use,  they  being  as  numerous  almost  as  the 
scholars.  Good  order  is  being  enforced  and  great  interest  is  being 
manifested  by  the  children,  especially  the  Mexicans,  who  seem  anxious 
to  learn  English." 

The  editor  continues :  "In  a  communication  in  the  last  issue  of  this 
paper  signed  'Justice',  it  is  stated  that  the  Mexicans  pay  as  large  a  por- 
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tion  of  the  School  Tax  as  the  Americans.  A  glance  at  the  tax  list  for 
1873  shows  that  of  the  $792.21  school  tax  levied  for  the  year,  the  Mexi- 
cans paid  on  property  tax  $20.25,  on  poll  tax  $16,  making  a  total  of 
$36.25  paid  by  Mexicans  against  $755.96  paid  by  Americans,  yet  this 
modern  'Justice'  demands  that  the  school  be  taught  in  Spanish  as  well 
as  English,  forgetting  that  according  to  all  recognized  authority,  a  pupil 
to  learn  any  language  will  progress  very  much  faster  if  he  is  thrown 
entirely  among  persons  who  speak  nothing  but  that  language.  Our 
commissioners  are  charged  with  neglect  of  duty  in  hiring  an  incompetent 
teacher,  but  to  our  mind  'Justice'  is  as  far  from  the  mark  in  this  as  in 
the  statement  in  regard  to  the  amounts  paid  by  the  two  classes  of 
citizens." 

An  interesting  item  appeared  in  February,  1874,  showing  a  notice 
signed  by  the  prominent  merchants  agreeing  not  to  keep  their  stores 
open  on  Sunday,  after  12  :00  o'clock  on  penalty  of  a  fine  of  $25.00  for 
each  violation  to  be  paid  into  the  school  fund. 

The  first  report  of  the  first  public  school  appeared  in  the  issue  of 
February  21,  1874.  The  editor  comments  before  he  prints  the  report: 
"This  school  has  been  in  session  seven  weeks  and  shows  a  very  reason- 
able attendance  considering  the  fact  that  this  is  the  first  attempt  at  pub- 
lic teaching.  Many  of  the  Mexican  children  are  unable  to  attend  on 
account  of  the  inability  of  the  parents  to  provide  them  with  books.  There 
are  149  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years  in  the  town ;  of  these 
there  are  30  Americans  and  119  Mexicans.  We  are  sorry  the  teacher 
did  not  give  us  the  number  of  each  class  attending  school  as  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  interest  to  know  what  number  of  Mexican  population  avail  them- 
selves of  this  their  first  opportunity  to  send  their  children  to  school. 
In  the  first  report  we  hope  to  know  what  number  of  each  class  are  in  at- 
tendance. It  seems  impossible  to  convince  the  parents  of  these  Mexican 
children  that  the  school  is  free,  and  many  keep  their  children  at  home 
on  account  of  their  inability  to  pay.  If  they  can  be  disabused  of  this 
idea  there  would,  we  believe,  be  a  large  increase  in  the  attendance. 

Report  of  the  School  at  Silver  City 
"Our  school  commenced  January  5,  1874,  under  circumstances  not 
as  favorable  as  we  could  wish  ;  first  as  regards  books  :  some  of  the  classes 
in  the  second  and  third  readers  were  furnished  with  books  of  from  three 
to  four  different  authors ;  and  so  with  the  books  of  study  such  as  arith- 
metics and  geographies,  but  the  parents  of  our  pupils  have  made  great 
improvement  by  placing  the  proper  books  in  their  children's  hands,  and 
the  pupils  on  their  part  have  not  been  remiss,  for  I  have  never  seen 
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learners  more  interested  in  their  studies  than  those  attending  this  school. 
Most  of  the  older  pupils  seem  determined  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
progress  in  their  studies.  And  the  Mexicans  show  no  less  energy  in 
advancing  in  their  studies  than  their  American  fellow  pupils. 


The  whole  number  of  pupils  who  have  entered  the  school   43 

General  attendance  :   32 

In  the  fourth  and  fifth  readers   6 

Jn  third  and  second  readers   13 

In  first  reader  and  primer  7  to  9 

In  alphabet   3 

Spelling  in  two  classes   22 

Grammar    1 

W ritten  Arithmetic   6 

Mental  Arithmetic   7 

Geography    1 1 

Arithmetical  exercises  on  Black  Board   20 


J.  Webster,  Teacher. 

In  1874,  there  were  thirteen  counties  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  and  in  the  number  of  scholars  attending  public  schools,  Grant 
County  ranked  sixth. 

The  second  report  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Silver  City  is  also  in- 
teresting, as  found  in  April  4,  1874. 

"The  school  opened  Monday,  January  5th,  and  closed  March  28th. 
The  school  opened  with  few  pupils,  from  sixteen  to  twenty,  and  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  term,  the  attendance  averaged  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
six.  The  children,  some  of  whom  probably  had  never  before  attended 
school  at  all,  though  advanced  in  age  to  that  degree  that  they  might  have 
done  so  to  advantage.  Such  seemed  astonished  to  find  themselves  under 
the  restraints  of  school  discipline  and  hardly  could  be  prevented  from 
speaking  aloud  to  one  another,  and  some  of  them  not  at  all  backward 
in  managing  the  school  to  suit  themselves ;  others,  some  few  of  the  small  - 
er children,  would  spring  from  the  door  like  a  flock  of  quail ;  but  even 
these,  when  the  school  was  dismissed  had  learned  to  change  their  deport- 
ment and  emulate  that  of  the  best  regulated  schools,  and  I  believe  that 
Silver  City  has  the  elements  that  when  developed  will  be  second  to  few 
schools,  if  any  in  the  territory  and  with  equal  facilities  few  in  the  coun- 
try ;  for  some  of  the  pupils  came  to  their  recitations  better  prepared  than 
the  majority  do  in  college  classes,  though  the  latter  have  the  advantage 
of  eight  or  ten  years  of  age;  and  I  might  say  the  whole  school,  with 
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two  or  three  exceptions  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  in  spelling, 
blackboard  exercises,  etc.  It  is  very  seldom  that  I  have  observed  pupils 
so  fond  of  attending  school  as  most  of  those  belonging  to  the  school  here, 
and  I  could  give  the  names  of  some  few  who  began  with  the  alphabet 
and  made  more  progress  in  a  few  weeks  than  I  have  ever  known  any- 
where accomplished  in  so  short  a  time. 

"The  city  school  is  composed  of  Americans  and  Mexicans.  When 
the  school  opened  the  two  were  about  equally  divided  in  number,  but 
when  the  school  closed  the  Mexicans  were  three  to  two  Americans — 
Now,  were  I  asked  which  would  make  the  best  scholars,  the  Americans 
or  the  Mexicans,  I  might  hesitate  in  giving  an  answer,  as  I  should  not 
be  certain  whether  the  question  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  whole 
people  of  the  two  countries  or  only  those  whom  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  instructing.  If  to  the  latter  I  should  answer  unhesitatingly,  the  Mexi- 
cans are  not  in  any  degree  in  the  background  neither  in  reading,  spelling 
or  recitation.  As  to  the  latter  exercise  the  most  perfect  recitation  that 
I  have  heard  during  this  school  was  uttered  by  Mexican  pupils  ;  they 
manifest  a  commendable  emulation  in  all  their  studies,  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  their  American  Fellow  Students.  The  Mexicans  seem  to 
fully  appreciate  the  advantages  of  free  schools;  we  having  been  brought 
up  in  them  seem  to  have  become  obtuse  to  their  importance,  and  I  am 
sure  when  this  people  become  better  known,  their  detractors  will  be- 
come more  cautious  who  (they)  ignore  the  truth  in  regard  to  this  people, 
for  it  is  highly  probable  that  from  the  rising  generation  of  this  people, 
that  some  will  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  halls  of  Congress." 

J.  Webster. 

Silver  City,  March  31,  1874. 

In  May,  1874,  a  teacher  is  wanted  for  the  Public  School,  District 
No.  1,  Silver  City,  for  term  commencing  May  11,  1874  and  continuing 
for  a  term  of  five  months.  Salary  $50.00  per  month.  "Lady  teacher 
preferred."  Apply  to  C.  Bennett  or  G.  W.  Holt,  School  Supervisors. 
A  few  days  later,  the  further  announcement  was  made  that  the  'sum- 
mer term'  of  the  Public  School  would  open  on  May  18.  They  were  un- 
able to  open  on  the  11th,  because  of  their  inability  to  complete  repairs 
on  the  school  room  and  install  the  necessary  desks  and  seats.  School 
free  to  all."  No  further  information  could  be  found  in  the  newspaper,, 
but  through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  H.  L.  Dotson  and  members  of  her 
family,  the  "lady  teacher"  was  undoubtedly  Miss  Emma  Norris  (Noys), 
step-daughter  of  Mr.  Sagemiller.  Mr.  Walter  Davis,  of  Ajo,  Arizona, 
adds  the  further  information  that  this  'lady'  wore  beautiful  black  silk 
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and  old  lace  dresses.  Perhaps  the  fact  that  she  ran  away  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Tom  Lyons  helped  to  fix  the  incident  in  the  minds  of  these 
scholars.  The  school  which  she  taught  was  held  in  the  Scott  Place,  in 
the  building  where  the  "Mining  Life"  was  published. 

The  third  teacher  was  Miss  Mary  Richards,  (mother  of  Mrs. 
Blanche  Casey  Boulware,  now,  1928,  teaching  in  the  Public  Schools. 
Miss  Richards  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Public  School  on  September 
16th,  1874,  and  the  editor  remarks,  "we  bespeak  for  this  lady  a  hearty 
support  from  the  parents  and  guardians." 

Evidently  Miss  Richards  proved  worthy,  for  the  editor  says  "the 
Fublic  School  in  our  district  is  now  in  good  shape  for  a  successful  ses- 
sion. The  previous  teachers  have  organized  the  school  and  it  now  opens 
under  favorable  circumstances.  Yesterday  the  attendance  was  29.  The 
classes  are  primary  but  the  eager  attention  of  the  scholars  show  that 
their  interest  has  been  excited  and  their  advancement  certain.  The  high 
class  in  reading,  the  arithmetic  and  geography  classes  gave  a  good  reci- 
tation while  we  were  present.  Altogether  we  congratulate  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  state  of  the  School  and  the  attendance."  This  third  school 
was  held  in  a  little  adobe  house  across  from  the  Old  Tremont  House. 

At  about  this  same  time,  a  Mr.  Green  is  mentioned  as  teaching  in 
the  public  school,  but  no  record  can  be  found  to  confirm  it,  so  the  author 
is  inclined  to  think  that  he  taught  a  private  school  in  the  "Mining  Life" 
building. 

The  land  for  the  first  school  house  as  mentioned  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Stevens  was  Block  53,  up  the  hill  from  George  Spear's  residence,  now 
the  old  Cosgrove  property  on  Sixth  and  Texas  Streets.  In  the  later 
survey  of  the  town  this  is  block  130,  the  site  on  which  the  present 
Central  Building  stands.  This  building  site  was  given  by  I.  J.  Stevens ; 
and  although  the  records  that  were  consulted  did  not  state  definitely  that 
a  building  was  begun,  the  following  report  taken  from  the  "The  Herald" 
edited  by  W.  H.  Eckles  is  enlightening. 

Silver  City,  April  16,  1875 

Messrs  Editors : 

With  others,  I  was  chosen  by  citizens  of  this  place  to  solicit  ancj 
receive  subscriptions  with  a  view  to  the  procurement  of  a  block  of 
ground  and  material  with  which  to  erect  a  public  school  house  in  this 
district.  Those  least  interested  in  the  matter  and  not  a  few  who  upon 
the  approach  of  the  committee,  drew  their  pursestrings  so  as  not  to 
admit  of  the  "peeping"  of  a  greenback  and  who  absolutely  refused  to 
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subscribe  a  nickel,  are  loud  in  their  accusations  of  squandering  and  scat- 
tering the  funds,  with  what  truth  the  sequel  shows.  The  public  voice 
said  "a  brick  house"  and  with  that  understanding  we  bought  and  hauled 
24,618  bricks.  The  subscription  footed  up  to  $911.50.  Thus  stands 
the  account  today : 


Committee  Dr.  to 

Subscriptions  collected  $104.92 

Funds  from  ladies   328.68 


Total   :  $433.60 

Committee  Cr.  to 

Bricks   $246.18 

Lumber   42.10 

Shingles    40.00 

Hauling    50.42 


$233.60* 

Without  the  means  to  complete  the  edifice — and  upon  being  soli- 
cited by  Col.  Pope  for  the  loan  of  the  bricks,  with  C.  Bennett  as  secu- 
rity for  their  return,  we  loaned  them  to  him  for  the  express  purpose  of 
building  the  roasters  at  the  P.  mill,  which  have  and  are  now  so  largely 
contributing  to  the  public  weal.  A  like  number  of  bricks  or  their  cash 
value  as  we  may  elect  will  soon  be  within  our  control ;  and  about  the  same 
time,  we  will  be  'round'  with  extended  palm  expecting  the  payment  of 
the  residue  of  the  subscriptions.  The  ladies  who  have  been  the  main- 
spring of  the  enterprise  are  not  grumbling  at  the  delay  for  the  reason 
that  they  understand  how  the  matters  are." 

I.  J.  Stevens. 

At  about  the  same  time  the  following  appeared  in  the  "Grant  County 
Herald/'  "Those  desiring  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Silver 
City  School  for  the  month  of  April  will  find  a  subscription  list  in  the 
hands  of  Joseph  Hill  at  Porter's  store." 

All  goods  from  the  "states"  was  freighted  in  either  by  oxen  teams 
cr  twelve  or  fourteen  horse  teams.  The  telegraph  lines  were  brought  to 
Silver  City,  in  June,  1876,  thus  connecting  this  isolated  mining  camp 
with  the  outside  world. 

On  May  23,  1875,  appeared  "The  undersigned  school  house  com- 


*  Must  be  an  error  in  printing  this  amount. 


Silver  City's  Early  Days,  "Freighting  In." 


The  First  School  Building,  Erected  in  1882. 
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mittee  hereby  resign  their  position  and  are  ready  to  turn  over  to  their 
successors  all  funds,  materials,  etc. 

Wm.  Chamberlain 
I.  J.  Stevens 
J.  R.  Johnson 
Mrs.  R.  Foremann 
Mary  E.  Hudson 
Mary  J.  Scott 

A  meeting  of  the  citizens  at  McGary's  Hall  elected  Col.  J.  F. 
Bennett,  M.  Bremen  and  Dr.  Kenon  trustees ;  and  Mrs.  G.  J.  Truesdell, 
Mrs.  Col.  J.  F.  Bennett,  Mrs.  Robert  Black  and  Miss  Maggie  Welsh 
committee  on  finance.  Liberal  subscriptions  were  made  by  those  pres- 
ent "which  insures  the  speedy  erection  of  a  commodious  school  house." 

The  ladies,  still  intent  on  raising  that  fund,  gave  a  couple  of  balls 
in  McGary's  Hall.  In  November,  1875,  a  plea  to  the  editor  was  made: 
"Can  you  explain  why  our  public  school  'don't  keep.'  It  is  a  well  known 
fact  that  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  money  now  in  the  county  treasury  for 
the  purpose  of  employing  a  teacher  and  that  our  streets  are  thronged 
with  intelligent  children  hungry  for  instruction.  Where  is  our  school 
board?    (Signed)  Many  citizens." 

In  the  meantime,  the  people  had  to  depend  on  private  schools. 
"Private :  A  Mexican  lady  and  gentleman  has  also  opened  a  seminary 
for  young  folks  where  the  rudiments  of  the  Spanish  is  inculcated  in  its 
strictest  formulae.  This  school  has  attained  much  popularity  among 
our  Mexican  population  as  is  evidenced  by  the  multitude  of  girls  in 
attendance." 

In  the  paper  of  January  20,  1877,  another  notice  appears  that  the 
Rev.  George  Murray  will  open  a  private  school.  At  the  same  time,  the 
county  commissioners  authorize  Col.  J.  F.  Bennett  of  District  No.  1, 
which  also  included  Districts  1,  2  and  3,  to  open  schools  and  hire  teach- 
ers. This  was  evidently  intended  for  the  city  schools  as  well  as  the 
rural,  but  nothing  was  done  about  it  for  in  February,  1877,  appears : 
"Why  cannot  something  be  done  about  our  new  school  house?  The 
walls  are  down  and  the  bricks  are  scattered  around  pell  mell.  A  sug- 
gestion has  been  made  by  one  of  our  citizens  that  it  seems  to  us  would 
be  well  to  adopt :  Take  down  the  walls,  sell  the  bricks  and  build  a  less 
pretentious  house  of  adobes.  Bricks  are  in  great  demand  at  present  and 
the  price  that  these  would  bring  would  pay  for  cleaning  and  hauling  and 
would  leave  a  handsome  balance."  This  suggestion  must  have  been 
adopted,  for  on  Feb.  10,  1877,  we  find  this :  "Mr.  Editor,  can  you  in- 
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form  the  public  by  whose  authority  the  brick  is  being  hauled  from  the 
unfinished  school  house  and  used  for  private  purposes?"  Enquirer. 
The  editor  replies :  ''We  are  not  possessed  of  the  desired  information." 

Thus  the  editor  feels  that  something  should  be  done  to  rouse  the 
public  spirit,  so  on  March  3,  1877,  he  asks  through  his  paper :  "Is  it 
not  a  matter  of  reproach  that  during  the  whole  of  this  winter  Silver 
City  has  been  without  a  county  or  a  private  school?  Where  is  our 
vaunted  superiority  to  the  Mexican  race  when  there  is  neither  public  or 
private  enterprise  sufficiently  able  to  undertake  the  education  of  our 
children  ?"  This  very  stinging  arraignment  is  followed  by  the  announce- 
ment that  the  Public  School  will  open  early  in  April.  A  male  teacher 
has  been  engaged.  This  male  must  have  made  good,  for  another  term 
opened  on  April  9th,  in  O.  L.  Scott's  building  and  this  term  lasted  to 
July  28,  1877.  The  editor  failed  to  visit  this  school  and  to  note  the 
name  of  the  "male."  (Mr.  Green,  whom  some  of  the  early  scholars 
remember,  may  have  been  this  teacher).  In  September,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Gales  opens  a  select  school ;  and  in  October,  1877,  Miss  Lucas  was  en- 
gaged to  teach  in  the  Public  School  and  the  editor  remarks  briefly  'at- 
tendance quite  full,  school  flourishing.'  These  were  both  held  in  the 
Old  Masonic  Building. 

The  town  of  Silver  City  had  incorporations  privileges  in  1873,  but 
did  not  exercise  them  until  1878  and  the  editor  gives  a  brief  description 
of  the  "Enterprising  Town  of  Silver  City."    Has  : 

Two  ten  stamp  quartz  mills 

One  sash  and  blind  factory  and  planing  mill 

One  machine  shop  and  two  smelting  furnaces 

Six  wholesale  mercantile  establishments 

Twelve  retail  stores 

Two  drug  stores 

Two  news  depots  and  notion  stores 

Two  fur  dealers 

Three  blacksmith  shops 

Two  hotels 

Four  restaurants 

Three  meat  markets 

Two  banks 

Eight  saloons 

Two  barber  shops 

Three  livery  and  sale  stables 

One  watchmaker  and  jeweler 
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Four  doctors 

Seven  lawyers 

Two  painters 

One  brewery 

One  sausage  factory 

Two  bakeries 

One  milliner 

Two  dressmakers 

One  confectioner 

One  private  school 

One  public  school 

Two  churches 

Two  brickyards 

Three  society  lodge  rooms 

Two  boot  and  shoe  manfacturers 

One  newspaper 

Four  public  halls 

Four  carpenter  shops 

Three  billiard  halls 

One  harness  shop 

Four  plasterers 

Two  tailors 

One  gentleman  of  leisure 

From  now  on,  the  public  school  goes  forward  without  any  delays 
and  in  September,  1878,  Rev.  George  Gale  is  employed  as  teacher  of 
the  school  assisted  by  Miss  Bell  Lucas.  Mr.  Gale  receives  from  the 
public  fund  $100  per  month.  In  addition  to  that  amount  the  citizens 
of  the  town  have  agreed  to  pay  $110  a  month.  Mr.  Gale  will  endeavor 
to  add  to  this  private  subscription  list  and  the  surplus  will  be  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  school  fund  of  Silver  City.  Miss  Lucas  will  receive 
$60  per  month,  to  be  paid  from  the  funds  referred  to.  The  rent  and 
fuel  will  average  $25.00  per  month.  The  school  will  probably  continue 
for  eight  months.  In  October  of  this  same  year,  the  total  number  of 
pupils  enrolled  was  93.  A  report  in  Arithmetic  and  Geography  is  given, 
and  in  the  averages  the  figures  ran  from  one  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
Mr.  Gale's  school  was  also  held  in  the  Old  Derbyshire  Building  across 
the  ditch  from  Mrs.  Irvin's  Old  place.  Mrs.  Kilburn  furnishes  this  bit 
of  history:  "One  time  Wayne  and  Con  (Whitehill)  ran  away  and  Mr. 
Gale  sent  the  boys  to  bring  them  to  school.    Harry  (Whitehill)  was  of 
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the  boys  to  go  and  when  they  brought  them  back  Mr.  Gale  hung  them 
up  on  the  door.    I  can  remember  how  Harry  and  I  cried." 

In  April,  1879,  school  was  held  in  Col.  Bennett's  building  on  Hud- 
son Street,  with  J.  C.  Peterson  as  teacher.  Mr.  Peterson  either  did  not 
suit,  or  did  not  arrive,  for  later  in  the  same  month,  H.  W.  Sherry  de- 
cided to  take  charge  of  the  public  schools  in  person.  Mr.  Sherry  had 
been  a  sort  of  county  superintendent.  He  announced  that  he  intended  to 
teach  in  both  the  Spanish  and  English  language  and  was  desirous  of 
securing  the  largest  possible  attendance.  He  had  an  average  of  40 
pupils,  but  by  June  had  102  on  his  rolls.  School  reports  each  month 
were  to  be  given  to  the  School  Commissioners  and  teachers  were  re- 
quired to  keep  a  monthly  record. 

From  the  "Herald"  was  taken  the  following  unique  report  on  ir- 


regular attendance,  with  the  causes : 

Temporarily  allowed  by  parents  to  stay  at  home  -   8 

Do  not  like  to  attend  school    _  __   6 

Would  rather  play  cards  than  attend  school   :     1 

Too  sensitive  to  conform  to  school  discipline    -  ~   9 

Attend  school  semi-occasionally  —   3 

Too  young  to  attend  school  regularly    6 

Left    Silver    City.....     9 

Stays  at  home  to  take  care  of  the  baby       1 
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Prof.  A.  C.  Lowry,  B.  L..  opened  a  select  school  for  the  high 
branches. 

The  review  of  subjects  taught  in  the  Public  School  which  was 
given  each  month  was  evidently  a  gala  day  for  it  is  spoken  of  by  those 
who  were  present  as  having  been  most  creditable  both  to  the  teacher 
and  the  pupils. 

During  all  these  years  the  School  had  been  holding  forth  in  hired 
halls,  probably  not  suited  to  school  purposes  and  no  doubt  the  follow- 
ing item,  taken  from  the  "Herald  and  Southwest/'  November,  1880, 
meant  much  to  those  interested  in  schools  for  Silver  City :  "On  Satur- 
day evening  1st,  the  Committee  having  charge  of  the  matter  of  subscrip- 
tions for  a  new  school  building  met  at  the  office  of  Bail  and  Garrison; 
they  reported  $1,130  had  been  subscribed  and  that  they  had  found  where 
the  most  of  the  old  material  had  been  used.  They  asked  for  more  time 
to  push  the  subject  and  felt  sure  that  over  $2,000  would  be  subscribed. 
They  also  reported  that  they  found  a  great  deal  of  interest  manifested 
but  the  citizens  only  wanted  to  feel  assured  that  something  would  sure- 
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Jy  be  accomplished.  The  question  was  brought  up  about  the  City  Coun- 
cil imposing  a  tax :  One  of  the  committee  had  consulted  the  different 
members  of  the  Council  and  they  did  not  feel  that  they  had  the  right  to 
do  so.  We  regret  that  more  of  the  citizens  do  not  feel  that  it  is  to  their 
interest  to  attend  these  meetings  as  this  is  a  subject  parties  desiring  to 
locate  here  consider  among  the  first.  We  ask  all  who  can  do  so  to 
attend." 

There  is  a  note  of  jubilation  in  the  Editor's  tone  in  the  "Herald 
and  Southwest''  of  November  27,  1880.  "The  question  of  a  school  house 
is  at  last  settled.  Brick  and  other  material  has  been  hauled  upon  the 
ground  and  the  contract  for  building  has  been  given  to  Black  and  Com- 
pany for  $5,000.00.  The  building  is  to  be  28  x  66,  two  stories  high, 
with  two  rooms  on  the  lower  floor  separated  by  a  hall  eleven  feet  wide. 
The  upstairs  was  left  as  a  hall  in  which  to  hold  meetings.  The  contract 
calls  for  the  enclosure  of  the  building  by  February  22,  when  one-half 
of  the  full  amount,  $2,500,  will  be  paid,  the  rest  of  the  money  on  com- 
pletion." 

In  February,  1881,  the  editor  must  have  been  up  to  see  the  new 
school  building,  for  he  says :  "The  new  school  house  will  be  a  credit  to 
Silver  City  and  should  be  pushed  to  completion  as  speedily  as  possible. 
We  have  heard  some  talk  of  a  festival  to  be  gotten  up  with  a  view  of 
raising  additional  funds,  but  no  one  seems  to  have  taken  active  hold  of 
the  movement."  "The  people,"  as  voiced  by  the  editor,  grew  impatient 
and  says  in  March  11,  1882:  'The  public  school  will  surely  open  on 
April  1,  that  is,  provided  the  school  board  can  get  seats.  If  they  can- 
not we  do  not  know  what  the  children  will  do.  Probably  they  will  sit 
on  their  thumbs  as  we  were  told  to  do  when  we  were  quite  small  in 
growth.  There  will  be  a  principal  and  assistant,  Mr.  Hardenbrook,  of 
Bement,  Illinois,  with  his  wife.  Mr.  Hardenbrook  passed  an  excellent 
examination  before  the  Board  of  Examiners. 

Without  a  word  of  comment  we  find  of  April  1,  "The  floors  not 
even  down."  The  matter  of  getting  seats  worried  the  Board  consider- 
ably, but  there  seems  to  be  help  from  the  ladies  who  announce  a  meet- 
ing at  the  Methodist  Church  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  best 
method  of  raising  money  to  buy  furniture  for  the  Public  School  Building. 

Though  the  editor  was  such  a  booster  for  the  Public  School,  he 
has  time  to  say  something  about  private  schools  :  "Prof.  Joyce  will  open 
a  select  school  for  the  higher  branches."  Miss  King,  who  has  unaided 
and  for  a  consideration  been  teaching  the  young  idea  to  "shoot,"  closed 
her  school  here  some  time  past.    Causes  :  the  prevalence  of  throat  af- 


22 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  SILVER  CITY 


fection  among  the  children  and  perhaps  the  fact  that  after  the  great 
public  school  is  opened  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  a  private  one. 
On  the  latter  score  we  think  if  she  had  any,  her  apprehensions  were 
groundless."  Also  another  private  school  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Calles 
in  the  Library  Rooms. 

During  1880  to  1882,  the  Public  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Winn, 
then  Miss  King,  who  had  taught  the  private  school,  was  given  charge  of 
the  Public  School,  which  was  held  in  a  'dismal'  dobe  hut  against  the  hill- 
side east  of  Hudson  Street.  Miss  King  is  followed  by  John  Kious, 
called  "Professor"  and  he  held  forth  in  one  of  three  two  story  frame 
buildings  across  Hudson  Street  from  the  Timmer  House.  Mr.  Bert  C. 
Gilbert  says,  "it  was  from  this  school  that  Mr.  Kious  dismissed  school 
so  that  all  of  us  boys  and  girls  could  gather  on  the  hillside  back  of  the 
jail  yard  to  witness  the  hanging  of  Dick  Tremaine." 

In  1881  Miss  Reeves,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Bennett  and  Miss  Lamb, 
had  charge  of  the  school.  From  the  "Daily  Southwest,"  C.  Bennet, 
Editor,  "The  Board  of  school  commissioners  recognize  the  fact  that 
one  school  is  inadequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  town,  and  have  de- 
cided to  classify  the  children  and  establish  a  primary  school.  It  has 
heretofore  been  impossible  to  maintain  strict  discipline  or  advance 
scholars  rapidly  when  all  were  huddled  together  in  one  room  and  under 
one  teacher;  this  will  now  be  rectified  and  the  primary  scholars  will  be 
sent  to  one  school  while  the  more  advanced  will  attend  the  other.  We 
are  glad  to  note  this  improvement." 

Again  the  paper  proceeds  with  the  school  building.  "The  School 
Commissioners  have  arranged  with  Black  and  Company  to  finish  the 
school  house,  and  Mr.  Black  has  engaged  to  have  the  building  com- 
pleted before  the  first  of  April  (1882).  There  will  be  a  deficit  of  $809. 
The  commissioners  have  a  deed  from  the  city  and  have  advanced  #2,000 
on  the  property.  The  following  record  of  said  deed  is  taken  from  the 
Abstracts  in  the  Grant  County  Abstract  Office : 

Town  of  Silver  City 
By  James  Corbin,  Mayor 

Henry  Fenton,  Clerk  4-430 

to  W.  D.  $1.00 

James  K.  Metcalf  [    Dated  Jan.  23,  1882 

George  W.  Holt  |    Ack  Jan.  23,  1882 
Joseph  N.  Laferr  &  Henry  Fenton,  N.  P. 

William  H.  Newcomb  Rec.  Jan.  24,  1882 

School  Commissioners 
Grant  Co. 
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All  of  Block  130  Silver  City  Survey  of  John  R.  Fraser 

Martin  W.  Bremen,  Mayor 

of  town  of  Silver  City,  N.  M. 
Attest :  Eugene  Cosgrove,  Clerk 
To 

Cornelius  Bennett 
Francis  N.  Prescott 
Henry  S.  Gillett 
Trustees  of  Independent  School 
District  of  Silver  City 

Conveys  the  whole  of  Block  130  S.  C.  pre  Fraser  Survey. 


Conveys  the  whole  of  Block  130  S.  C.  Fraser  Sur. 

Regarding  the  Independent  School  District  spoken  of  above,  the 
following  is  taken  from  the  Laws  of  New  Mexico,  25th  Legislative 
Assembly  dated  February,  1882 : 

"AN  ACT  TO  MAKE  THE  TOWN  OF  SILVER  CITY  AN  IN- 
DEPENDENT SCHOOL  DISTRICT  AND  TO  PROVIDE 
FOR  THE  REGULATION  AND  SUPPORT  OF  SUCH 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

BE  IT  ENACTED  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of 
New  Mexico. 

Sec.  1.  So  much  of  the  county  of  Grant  as  is  included  within  the 
present  boundaries  of  the  town  site  of  the  town  of  Silver  City  shall  here- 
after be  and  remain  an  independent  school  district. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  each  year  a  board  of  Trustees  for 
said  independent  school  district,  which  Board  of  Trustees  shall  consist 
of  three  members  who  shall  all  be  citizens  of  the  United  States  over  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  heads  of  families  and  residents  of  the  Terri- 


Francis  M.  Prescott 
Probate  Judge  Trustee 

to 
Same 


14-240-1 
D.  $1.00 

Dated  April  11,  1885 


-  Ack  April  11,  1885 

S.  M.  Ashenfelter,  N.  P. 
Rec.  April  15,  1885 
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tory  and  of  said  school  district  for  not  less  than  two  years  prior  to  their 
election  as  such  trustees. 

Sec.  3.  The  trustees  provided  for  in  the  foregoing  section  shall 
have  the  management  and  control  of  the  public  schools  of  said  inde- 
pendent school  district. 

Sec.  4.  The  officers  of  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  consist  of  a 
president,  secretary  and  treasurer ;  the  president  and  the  secretary  shall 
be  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  5.  The  treasurer  of  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  have  the 
custody  of  the  school  funds  of  said  independent  school  district  and  shall 
give  a  bond,  in  any  amount  required  by  said  trustees,  payable  to  the 
town  of  Silver  City  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  said  fund,  and  conditioned  that  he  will  pay  over  to  the  proper  and 
lawful  uses  thereof  all  school  moneys  that  may  come  into  his  hands  by 
virtue  of  his  office,  said  bond  to  be  approved  by  said  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  6.  All  the  officers  of  said  board  shall  be  elected  by  said 
board  by  ballot,  the  said  election  to  take  place  at  the  first  meeting  of 
said  board  after  the  election  and  qualifications  of  the  members  thereof. 

Sec.  7.  The  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  have  power  to  employ 
teachers  for  the  public  schools  in  said  independent  school  district,  to 
erect  and  furnish  school  houses  and  make  contracts  for  the  erection  and 
furnishing  thereof,  to  determine  and  regulate  the  course  of  study  in 
said  public  schools,  purchase  real  estate  for  public  purposes,  and  to  do 
and  perform  all  other  acts  and  duties  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  such 
public  schools. 

Sec.  8.  All  taxes  collected  within  the  limits  of  said  independent 
school  district  for  public  school  purposes  under  the  laws  of  the  Terri- 
tory shall  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
public  schools  in  said  independent  school  district,  and  the  same  when 
collected  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  said  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  9.  The  Board  of  trustees  shall  each  year,  before  the  election 
of  their  successors  in  office,  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  maintaining 
the  public  schools  of  said  district  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  if  the  said 
estimate  shall  exceed  the  amount  resulting  from  taxation  for  public 
school  purposes,  under  the  laws  of  the  territory  for  said  district,  then 
they  shall  submit  a  proposition  to  the  legal  voters  of  said  district  for 
the  imposition  of  an  additional  tax  for  public  school  purposes  in  said 
district  for  an  amount  sufficient  to  make  up  such  deficiency,  the  same 


HISTORY  FROM  1874  TO  1928 


25 


to  be  voted  upon  at  the  election  at  which  their  successors  are  to  be 
chosen. 

In  case  such  proposition  for  additional  taxation  for  public  school 
purposes  shall  prevail  at  such  election,  then  all  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty within  the  limits  of  said  district,  subject  to  taxation  under  the 
laws  of  the  Territory  shall  be  taxed  at  a  rate  sufficient  to  raise  the  re- 
quired amount,  and  the  assessment  roll  of  the  County  Assessor  shall 
be  the  basis  of  taxation  and  the  secretary  of  said  Board  of  Trustees 
shall  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  of  the  county,, 
duly  authorized  to  collect  county  taxes,  the  tax  lists  for  the  tax  so  voted 
for,  and  such  sheriff  or  other  officer  shall  collect  in  the  same  manner 
and  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  now  provided  by  law  for  the  col- 
lection of  Territorial  and  county  taxes,  and  shall  pay  over  the  amounts 
so  collected  to  the  treasurer  of  said  Board  of  Trustees  and  for  his  ser- 
vices in  collecting  said  tax  shall  receive  five  per  centum  upon  all  amounts 
so  collected. 

Sec.  10.  No  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  such  public  school  fund 
except  upon  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  said  board,  and  then  upon  a  war- 
rant signed  by  the  president  and  attested  by  the  secretary. 

Sec.  11.  The  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  keep  a  written  record 
cf  all  its  proceedings,  which  record  shall  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of 
the  public  at  all  reasonable  times. 

Sec.  12.  Said  board  of  Trustees  shall  pass  such  by-laws  and  regu- 
lations not  inconsistent  with  this  act,  for  the  government  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  said  board,  the  time  of  holding  meetings  thereof,  and  the 
regulation  of  school  matters  in  said  district  as  they  shall  deem  proper, 
the  said  Board  of  Trustees  being  hereby  required  to  meet,  organize  and 
elect  its  officers  within  one  week  after  the  election  of  the  members 
thereof. 

Sec.  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  said  Board  of 
Trustees  to  write  and  keep  the  record  of  the  proceedings  thereof,  and 
to  have  and  keep  in  his  custody  all  books  and  papers  connected  with  the 
business  of  said  Board  except  the  books  of  the  treasurer,  and  the  said 
Board  may  provide  from  the  school  fund  such  compensation  as  they 
deem  proper  for  the  services  of  the  secretary. 

Sec.  14.  The  treasurer  of  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  keep  good 
and  sufficient  books  of  account  in  which  he  shall  enter  all  moneys  re- 
ceived and  paid  out  by  him,  and  shall  make  a  monthly  report  to  said 
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board  of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  out  by  him,  the  said  books  of  ac- 
count to  be  all  times  subject  to  the  inspection  of  said  board.  The  treas- 
urer shall  not  pay  out  any  money  except  upon  warrants  drawn  as  herein- 
before provided,  and  he  shall  take  and  preserve  vouchers  for  all  money 
so  paid  out  by  him.  Said  board  may  provide  from  the  school  fund  such 
compensation  as  they  deem  proper  for  the  services  of  the  treasurer. 

Sec.  15.  The  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  make  an  annual  state- 
ment of  their  management  of  the  affairs  of  said  Independent  school  dis- 
trict during  their  term  of  office,  which  statement  shall  show  the  condition 
of  the  public  schools  in  said  district,  the  number  and  names  of  teachers 
employed  and  at  what  salary,  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  upon 
said  schools,  and  the  amount  of  money  received  and  paid  out  during 
their  term  of  office,  and  said  statement  shall  be  published  in  some  news- 
paper published  in  the  town  of  Silver  City,  at  least  one  week  prior  to 
the  date  of  the  election  of  their  successors. 

Sec.  16.  The  mayor  of  the  town  of  Silver  City  shall  at  the  same 
time  that  he  issues  his  proclamation  order  the  election  for  the  town  of- 
ficers of  the  town  of  Silver  City  and  in  the  same  proclamation  at  the 
next  general  election  of  said  town  officers  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  April,  A.  D.,  1882,  order  the  first  election  for  the  Board  of 
Trustees  hereinbefore  provided  for,  which  election  for  said  board  shall 
be  conducted  in  all  respects  in  the  same  manner  as  now  provided  by  law 
for  the  election  of  town  officers  of  said  town  of  Silver  City  and  the 
trustees  elected  at  said  election  shall  qualify  in  the  same  manner  and 
hold  their  offices  for  the  same  term  as  the  town  officers  of  Silver  City 
chosen  at  said  election,  and  thereafter  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be 
elected  each  year  at  the  general  election  of  the  town  officers  of  Silver 
City,  in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  terms  as  are  now  provided 
by  law  and  ordinance  for  the  election  of  said  town  officers. 

Sec.  17.  The  independent  school  district  hereby  created  shall  be 
exempt  from  the  operation  of  all  general  laws  relating  to  public  schools 
in  this  territory  except  as  herein  provided. 

Sec.  18.  This  act  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

APPROVED  February  1,  1882.    25th  Legislative  Assembly. 

In  April,  1882,  a  ball  was  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  school.  This 
was  held  in  the  Meredith  and  Ailman's  new  building  on  the  corner  of 
Yankie  and  Arizona  Streets.    It  was  a  great  success  socially  and  ("we 
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believe")  financially.  "There  were  about  seventy-five  persons  present, 
besides  a  large  number  of  tickets  were  sold  to  parties  who  did  not  at- 
tend. This  was  the  first  time  the  hall  in  Meredith  and  Ailman's  build- 
ing was  ever  used,  and  a  more  auspicious  opening  it  could  not  have  had. 
The  music  was  excellent,  and  the  dancing  good  and  the  management 
perfect.  The  hall  is  32  x  70  in  size  and  makes  a  very  good  ball  room. 
The  supper  was  contributed  by  the  ladies  present,  each  one  bringing  a 
little  and  was  most  excellent.  The  dancing  was  kept  up  until  4  A.  M., 
when  the  company  dispersed,  tired  but  well  pleased.  Among  those 
present,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Booth,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meredith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Connor,  Mrs.  Risque,  Mrs.  Shepherd,  Mrs. 
Cobb,  Mrs.  E.  Miller,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Miller;  Misses  Cobb,  Miss  Gillette, 
Miss  Mawson,  Miss  Keith,  Miss  Robinson,  Miss  Card,  Miss  Foote, 
Miss  Rivas,  Miss  Reayes,  Messrs.  Porter,  Potter,  Luke,  Scott,  Cohen, 
Gillette,  Ross,  Tichmaker,  Card,  Snyder,  Swayne,  Grabe,  LeDoux,  Brad- 
ley and  Kious  and  last  but  by  no  means  least  in  his  own  estimation, 
Private  Wallace  of  the  U.  S.  Army."  From  this  very  select  ball  the 
sum  of  $136.25  was  turned  over  to  the  School  Commissioners  for  the 
School. 

There  were  no  dedicatory  exercises  for  the  opening  of  the  new 
building,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Silver  City  and  in  the  Territory;  but 
the  ladies  who  worked  so  hard  and  persistently  to  secure  a  building 
must  have  experienced  intense  satisfaction. 

An  interesting  advertisement  in  an  old  Business  directory  of  the 
state  issued  in  1882,  throws  light  on  the  isolation  of  this  western  town 
of  Silver  City: 

MAIL,  EXPRESS  AND  TRANSFER  COMPANY 
The  shortest,  quickest  and  cheapest  route  to 
SILVER  CITY,  NEW  MEXICO 
via 

The  Celebrated  Hudson's  Hot  Springs, 
and  intermediate  points. 
SIX  HORSE  CONCORD  COACH  DAILY 
Carrying  the  U.  S.  Mail 
WELLS,  FARGO  AND  CO.  EXPRESS,  AND  ADAMS  EXPRESS 
EIGHT  HOURS  ONLY 
from 

DEMING  TO  SILVER  CITY,  NEW  MEXICO  * 


*  The  distance  is  fifty  miles. 
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Connecting  at  Deming  (S.  P.  R.  R.  of  New  Mexico)  with  the  Com- 
pany's coaches  for  Silver  City  and  at  Silver  City  with  Stages  for  Fort 
Bayard,  Santa  Rita,  Georgetown,  Mimbres,  Mogollon  Mines,  Clifton 
and  Shakespeare. 

Meeson  and  Marriage — Proprietors 
Silver  City,  New  Mexico 

Funds  were  still  needed,  for  late  in  May,  1882,  a  concert  was 
given  and  the  words  of  the  newspaper  account  cannot  be  improved  up- 
on. "The  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  school  which  was  given 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  in  the  large  and  handsome  hall  of  the  New 
School  House  Building,  although  the  first  affair  of  its  kind  given  in 
this  town,  was  a  great  success,  not  only  in  a  pecuniary,  but  in  an  artistic 
sense.  The  audience  was  large,  select,  enthusiastic  and  so  far  as  the 
ladies  were  concerned,  elegantly  costumed.  To  the  bewildered  eye  of  a 
newspaper  reporter,  the  array  of  fashionable  hats  was  stunning.  We 
cannot  dwell  on  the  matter  of  toilet  else  would  we  forget  the  main  ob- 
ject which  we  started  out  to  accomplish,  which  was  to  speak  of  the 
performance.    The  program  was  as  follows : 

Come  where  my  love  lies,  etc  Company 

Le  Meteore  Mrs.  Booth,  Mrs.  Morrill 

When  the  leaves  begin  to  turn  Miss  Card 

Comic  Song  Nona  Ashenfelter 

"I  know  a  bank,  etc."  Mrs.  Booth,  Mrs.  Lyon 

Rock  of  Ages  Mrs.  Hardenbrook,  Miss  Card, 

Mr.  Shields,  Mr.  Bailey 

"The  Bell  goes,  etc."  Miss  Carrie  Cobb 

Recitation,  "Little  Breeches"  Mr.  Winter 

'Where  the  lilies,  etc."..  Mrs.  Ashenfelter,  Mrs.  Morrill, 

Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Bailey 

Qui  Vive  Mrs.  Ashenfelter,  Miss  Mary  Cobb 

Stirrup  Cup  Mr.  Winter 

Comic  Song  Miss  Carrie  Cobb 

The  Old  Man's  Dreams  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyons 

Trio  (Flute  and  Zithern)  Messrs.  Nack,  Mr.  Colson 

The  Bridge  Mrs.  Morrill 

Comic  Song  Mr.  Winter 

"Holy,  Mother,  Guide"  Mrs.  Morrill,  Mr.  Smith 

Goodnight  gentle  folks  Company 

"We  might  now  continue  on  and  give  our  personal  opinion  of  the 
merits  of  each  and  every  individual  performer,  but  we  respectfully  de- 
cline the  duty.  We  in  fact,  shirk  the  obligation.  By  this,  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  took  part  Wednesday  evening  must  not  suppose  that  we 
are  going  to  criticise  their  singing,  their  speaking  or  their  playing.  But 
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we  are  not  afraid  to  criticise  when  we  suppose  it  is  needful,  but  in  this 
particular  instance  we  think  that  censure  or  criticism  would  be  unde- 
served. What  we  dread  would  be  this :  that  in  attempting  to  measure 
out  such  praise  and  appreciation  as  we  believe  the  performers  richly 
deserve,  we  might  so  distribute  them  that  one  might  get  an  undue  share 
at  the  expense  of  another.  On  the  whole,  we  think  the  best  course  is 
to  say  that  the  entertainment  was  in  excellent  taste — the  singing  good, 
the  playing  very  creditable  to  the  musical  training  of  the  performers. 
When  our  amateurs  shall  have  by  practice  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
acoustic  defects  of  the  new  hall,  they  will  better  understand  how  to  pitch 
their  voice  in  both  singing  and  recitation.  We  hope  that  this  concert 
will  be  the  beginning  only  of  a  series  of  public  exhibitions  of  the  kind." 

Under  date  of  June  3,  1882,  the  Board  consisting  of  L.  Kennon 
and  Laferr  announce  that  the  Public  School  will  open  on  Monday,  June 
5th,  under  charge  of  Mr.  Hardenbrook  and  Miss  Shannon.  Before  the 
month  is  half  over,  they  report  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils  and 
more  to  come.  In  fact  it  is  thought  that  the  hall  upstairs  will  have  to 
be  used  as  school  room. 

During  the  summer  another  ball  was  given  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school  house,  which  was  a  great  success. 

In  September,  1882,  there  is  larger  attendance  at  school,  running 
between  125  and  150;  and  they  think  that  if  they  had  another  teacher, 
the  attendance  would  be  much  larger,  perhaps  up  to  200.  The  growing- 
popularity  of  the  school  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  seats  have  been 
ordered  from  the  East  for  the  south  room  in  which  the  primary  class 
has  been  placed.  "Up  to  the  present  time,  benches,  boxes  or  anything 
that  would  answer  the  purpose  have  been  used."  In  October,  the  School 
Board  advertised  for  a  teacher  to  assist  the  two  already  at  work.  The 
weather  must  have  begun  to  grow  cold  by  this  time,  for  the  paper  states  : 
"no  heating  stoves  have  as  yet  been  put  in  the  school  as  none  of  suffi- 
cient size  are  to  be  found  in  the  city." 

In  the  early  fall  of  1882,  another  private  school  is  opened  by  Mrs. 
H.  A.  Bennett  on  the  hill  west  of  the  Public  School  House. 

At  about  this  time  in  the  history  of  the  schools,  the  School  Board 
made  arrangements  for  the  examination  and  certification  of  teachers 
for  the  school.  Frank  J.  Wright,  John  M.  Smith  and  C.  A.  Insign  were 
appointed  examiners  for  the  ensuing  year.    Applications  would  be  re- 
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ceived  and  qualifications  passed  on.  The  examiners  were  to  receive 
$3.00  per  day  while  in  session,  meetings  to  be  three  times  a  year. 

Since  the  new  School  Building  was  entirely  built  by  subscriptions 
and  entertainments  at  a  cost  of  $7,000,  the  matter  of  seats  and  equip- 
ment was  of  great  moment  and  it  was  difficult  to  carry  on  the  work  as 
the  teachers  desired.  But  in  1883,  the  Board  was  able  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  reseating  the  building. 

From  one  of  the  local  papers  the  following  comment  was  taken : 

''The  city  has  a  fine  large  public  school  building  and  an  excellent 
school.  It  is  an  independent  school  district  and  a  special  tax  in  addition 
to  the  regular  school  tax  was  not  long  since  voted  unanimously  by  the 
people  of  the  district.  Silver  City  was  incorporated  in  1873  by  special 
act  of  the  legislature;  the  town  was  located  in  1871,  and  now  has  3,000 
people." 

A  notice  of  the  first  public  school  entertainment  or  "School  Ex- 
hibition" occurs  in  the  April,  1883.  paper.  "The  teachers  of  the  public 
school,  Miss  Katie  Reeves  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Bennett  deserve  much  credit 
for  the  interest  that  they  have  taken  in  the  school  afifairs  of  the  city,  and 
the  exhibition  given  at  the  school  house  tonight  should  be  well  attended. 
The  proceeds  of  the  entertainment  will  be  used  to  procure  necessary 
furniture,  maps,  charts,  etc.,  for  the  school  room.  Buy  tickets,  gentle- 
men, whether  you  expect  to  attend  or  not,  as  the  teachers  have  been 
to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  in  arranging  for  the  exhibition 
and  should  receive  a  liberal  patronage.    The  program  follows  : 

Chorus   Hammer  Song 

Recitation — -"American  Flag"  Mable  Gilbert 

Recitation — "House  that  Jack  Built"-—  Boys 

Flag  Song  and  March  Girls 

Dialogue  The  Young  Doctor 

Song  Wide  Awake  Boys 

Recitation — "Widder  Green's  Last  Words"  Lily  Cook 

Tableaux  "Fatima  at   Bluebeard's  closet" 

Recitation — "The  Bridge"  _  Maggie  Whitehill 

Tableaux   Shakespeare 

Kate  Greenaway   Girls 

Calisthenics   Boys 

Song  "The  Village  Bells" 

Recitation — "The  Difference''  Nona  Ashenfelter 

Song  and  Recitation — "Cruelty  to  Animals"  Boys 

Dialogue  The  Love  Scrape 

Wand  Exercise   Girls 

Recitation — "If"   Jimmy  Smith 
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Song — "Temperance  boys  and  girls  are  we" 

Recitation— "Victor  Galbraith"   Boys 

Dialogue   -  "Train  to  Maure" 

Song — "Beautiful  Golden  Sometime" 

Recitation— "The  Kitten"  Josie  Ensign 

Lecture  on  Patent  Frank  Whitehill 

Tableaux — "The  Sculptor's  Dream" 

Report  of  Silver  City  Public  School  for  month,  ending  June  1,  1883. 

No.  of  Pupils  enrolled  -  -.—  -  117 

Average  daily  attendance     84 

Average  daily  absence  ,    — -  — -  17 

Number  of  case  of  tardiness.--..      38 

Names  of  pupils  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  month :  Fan- 
nie Fenton,  Martha  Holman,  Edith  Allen,  Maggie  Holman,  James 
Mathews,  Margie  Fenton,  George  Holman,  Harry  Fenton,  Nettie  At- 
kins, Anna  Laflin,  Harry  Smith. 

Names  of  pupils  in  Grammar  Department  with  average  standing  in 
studies  above  90%  : 

Frank  Whitehill    ......99.2 

Josie  Ensign    99 

Anna  Laflin  98.6 

Lillie  Cook  .....98.3 

Mable  Gilbert     98.2 

Harry  Smith   97.8 

Mary  Allen  ...97 

Mike  Rose      97 

Robt.  Mathews      95.2 

Will  Gillett  -      -  95.2 

Lillie  Laflin  94.2 

Willie  Swift  94.2 

Emma  Whitehill    93.2 

Bertie  Gilbert  93.2 

Maggie  Andrews       93.2 

Under  date  of  June  30,  1883.  "The  public  schools  close  at  the 
end  of  this  month  and  those  who  have  been  so  long  confined  in  the  school 
looms  are  kicking  up  their  heels  in  anticipation  of  a  two  months  vaca- 
tion— at  least  the  pupils  are." 

In  July,  1883,  a  large  cistern  was  to  be  constructed  for  the  use  of 
the  public  school.  It  will  be  placed  near  the  school  building,  circular  in 
form,  fourteen  feet  in  diameter  and  sixteen  feet  deep.    This  was  to  be 
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completed  during  the  vacation.  "While  blasting  for  the  school  cistern 
on  Monday,  a  huge  rock  weighing  fully  75  pounds  was  thrown  into  the 
air,  and  descended  on  the  roof  of  the  school  building.  It  broke  through 
the  roof  and  ceiling  and  badly  damaged  a  platform  on  the  upper  floor." 

The  need  for  extra  room  soon  became  apparent  and  the  "big  hall" 
upstairs  had  to  be  used  for  classes.  "Late  in  the  summer  of  1883,  the 
Commissioners  received  the  furniture  and  Commissioner  Laffer  had  it 
put  together.  The  last  installment  of  furniture  cost  about  $400  de- 
livered, and  included  ten  long  recitation  seats,  forty-eight  public  folding- 
desks,  of  which  eight  have  backs,  three  teachers'  desks  and  four  teachers' 
chairs.  In  addition  the  trustees  have  purchased  four  dozen  folding 
and  four  dozen  office  chairs  for  use  when  the  upper  room  is  needed  for 
lectures,  concerts,  or  other  entertainments.  For  several  years,  Court 
was  held  in  this  hall  of  the  School  Building ;  and  all  the  social  affairs  of 
the  town  were  given  here.  Besides  the  one  entertainment  recorded,  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Dotson  reports  a  "sleight  of  hand  performance,"  followed  by  an 
cld-fashioned  cake  walk  to  raise  funds  for  the  school.  For  many  of  the 
musical  affairs,  the  square  piano  owned  by  Mrs.  Morrill  was  often  car- 
ried up  the  stairs  of  the  hall. 

School  affairs  moved  along  smoothly  punctuated  with  more  or  less 
exciting  events,  "one  of  which  was  the  explosion  of  the  powder  house 
near  town.  This  explosion  was  caused  by  lightning.  The  shock  broke 
all  the  windows  in  the  school  building,  created  a  panic  resulting  in 
Gertrude  Rivers  suffering  a  broken  arm,  and  several  of  the  smaller 
children  being  knocked  down  and  trampled  upon." 

In  the  fall  of  1883,  School  was  opened  on  the  8th  of  September, 
with  Miss  Reeves,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Bennett  and  Mrs.  McGohn  as  teachers 
and  the  paper  continues  :  "Great,  therefore,  is  the  rejoicing  of  parents 
while  the  youngsters — the  future  presidents  and  mothers  of  presidents 
will  begin  to  display  a  degree  of  skill  in  framing  excuses  to  play  "hooky" 
that  should  command  the  admiration  of  a  Damoclesian  philosopher. 
Chewing  gum  has  risen  in  price  twenty  percent  and  marbles  cannot 
be  found  in  the  market  at  all.  Bent  pins,  for  the  use  of  the  teacher  and 
the  quiet  student  and  for  the  edification  of  the  bad  boy  are  in  great  de- 
mand causing  the  prudent  housewife  to  search  in  vain  for  something 
with  which  to  pin  up  her  skirts.  The  methodical  father  is  called  upon 
to  make  use  of  unjustifiable  language  when  he  discovers  that  all  his  rub- 
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ber  bands  have  been  appropriated  to  the  manufacture  of  pea  shooters. 
Still  the  public  school  is  the  palladium  of  national  freedom  and  the 
effervescent  mischief  in  our  boys  and  girls  is  the  earnest  of  our  future 
push  and  prosperity.    God  bless  the  schools  and  our  children." 

In  December,  1883,  the  School  Board  relieved  Miss  Reeves  and 
F.  J.  Davidson  was  hired  in  her  place  as  the  Board  felt  that  it  would  be 
better  to  have  a  man  as  superintendent  of  the  Schools.  "The  removal 
of  Miss  Reeves  from  the  School  and  the  hiring  of  F.  J.  Davidson  in  her 
place  has  created  much  commotion."  The  January  9,  1884,  edition  states 
that  Miss  Reeves  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the  School  trustees  notifying 
them  she  would  hold  them  to  their  contract  and  she  would  expect  the 
$100  per  month,  just  as  though  she  was  teaching." 

In  May  10,  1884,  appeared  a  "statement  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Silver  City,  Independent  School  district  for  the  year  ending  April  30, 
1884. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  (elect)  of  Silver  City  Inde- 
pendent School  District.  Gentlemen :  Below  we  hand  you  an  itemized 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  April  30, 
1884.  Owing  to  the  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Joseph  N.  Laffer*,  our  late 
secretary,  the  surviving  members  of  the  former  Board  of  School  trustees 
are  not  able  from  the  meagerness  of  the  data  obtainable  by  them  to 
furnish  such  a  detailed  report  touching  the  government  of  the  school, 
as  our  late  lamented  secretary  alone  was  capable  of  producing.  Ac- 
cordingly the  accompanying  exhibits  cover  the  financial  portion  of  our 
operations  only.  As  such,  we  trust  they  embody  all  that  will  be  found 
necessary  to  open  your  books  in  an  intelligent  manner  for  the  ensuing- 
year.  In  addition  to  which  we  hope  some  satisfaction  will  also  be  de- 
rivable by  the  tax  payers  of  the  district  and  the  patrons  of  the  school 

*  "Joseph  N.  Laffer  was  entitled  to  the  credit  of  the  present  school  build- 
ing. He  secured  subscriptions  -and  secured  the  greater  part  of  the  funds  re- 
quired for  its  construction.  If  it  had  not  been  for  his  efforts,  the  building 
would  probably  be  incomplete,  or  at  any  rate  unpaid  for." 

("His  untimely  death:  During  a  hold-up  of  a  train,  near  Silver  City,  two 
men  were  lynched,  several  robbers  being  placed  in  the  jail  at  Silver  City. 
Among  these  was  Kit  Joy,  a  member  of  the  gang  of  "Billy  the  Kid."  These 
robbers  escaped  from  Jail,  secured  horses  from  the  Elephant  Corral,  but 
were  pursued  and  overtaken  by  citizens  and  officers.  Joseph  N.  Laffer,  one 
of  the  pursuing  party  was  killed  by  Kit  Joy  who  escaped.") 
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on  the  subject  of  the  revenues  accruing  to  the  treasury  of  the  school 
district  during  the  past  year  and  the  manner  of  their  expenditures. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Balance  overdraft   $  970 

Warrants  paid    4,571.55 


$4,581.25 

By  secretary   $  463.75 

By  sheriff  on  account  of  taxes   4,127.57 

Balance  due  treasurer   .03 


$4,581.25 

SECRETARY'S  REPORT  (Financial) 

Deposits   $4,581.25 

Balance,  warrants  outstanding   229.47 


$4,810.69 

Balance   .„$  246.78 

(Overdraft)   $  9.70 

Outstanding   $  237.91 

Warrants  drawn   $4,563.91 


$4,810.69 

RECEIPTS 

Account  of  school  exhibition  $  107.15 

Account  of  rent  school  hall   346.50 

From  sheriff  on  acct.  taxes   4,127.22 


$4,581.22 

Teachers  salaries   $2,506.97 

Janitor    225.25 

Incidental    102.36 

Furniture    929.93 

Books,  apparatus,  etc   105.35 

Repairs   31.48 

Fuel   ,   45.87 

Interest    70.10 

Making  tax  list   60.00 

Cistern    468.60 

Examinations    28.00 

Gutters  and  Spouting   100.00 


$4,563.91 
O.  L.  Scott 
C.  O.  Butts 


After  electing  Mr.  Davidson,  early  in  1884,  he  resigns  in  March, 
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1884;  the  Board  selected  as  the  next  principal  T.  J.  Charles,  who  had 
charge  of  the  Richfield,  Illinois,  Public  School  for  a  number  of  years 
with  sixteen  teachers  under  his  immediate  direction.  "Mr.  Charles  has 
the  manner  and  address  of  a  gentleman  of  culture  and  we  have  no 
doubt  will  give  entire  satisfaction.  Assisting  him  were  Miss  Ada  Cut- 
ler, and  Miss  Mary  Alexander.  Principal  Charles  must  have  been  very- 
pleasing  to  the  pupils,  for  at  Christmas  time,  he  received  an  individual 
piece  of  silver  table  service  combining  a  napkin  ring,  butter  plate,  pep- 
per box  and  salt  cellar.  This  was  appropriately  engraved  and  no  doubt 
awakened  a  high  sense  of  appreciation  in  the  recipient."  A  little  pre- 
vious to  this  time,  the  Board  of  Education  passed  resolutions  excluding 
all  religious  exercises  from  the  public  schools. 

Professor  Charles  seemed  to  be  the  first  superintendent  to  make  an 
attempt  to  divide  the  school  into  Grammar,  Intermediate  and  Primary 
departments.  There  was  an  average  attendance  throughout  this  year 
of  141  pupils ;  great  stress  was  laid  on  tardiness  and  the  reports  of  per- 
fect attendance  were  interesting.  Herbert  Rowlee,  headed  the  roll  of 
honor  for  the  grammar  grades. 

In  the  Intermediate  A  class — Dora  Atkins 

B  class — Fred  Warren 
C  class — Felicita  Watts 

In  the  Primary  A  class — Emma  Burnham 

B  class — Alice  Bailey 

C  class — Quintus  Anderson 

These  were  designated  as  receiving  the  highest  number  of  "Head 
marks."  Along  the  end  of  the  year,  Rush  Muse  received  the  head 
marks  which  placed  him  in  the  A  class  of  the  Primary;  this  must  have 
occurred  before  the  teacher  sent  him  home  for  eating  onions,  with  the 
remark,  or  perhaps  it  was  a  note  to  the  effect  that  if  his  parents  wanted 
him  to  eat  onions,  to  take  him  to  the  restaurant.  This  provoked  a  reply 
from  his  mother  that  the  teacher  could  take  him  to  the  restaurant  him- 
self." 

The  trustees  were  frequently  worried  over  the  lack  of  money  to 
keep  the  school  open  for  an  entire  school  year.  In  April,  1885,  an  ap- 
peal was  made  for  an  additional  tax  of  2/3  mill  on  the  previous  year's 
assessment. 

The  same  corps  of  teachers  continue  in  the  next  year,  with  Miss 
Ida  Jones  taking  the  place  of  Miss  Alexander ;  the  enrollment  is  slightly 
increased. 
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As  a  bit  of  contemporaneous  history  of  education,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  on  December  17,  1886,  an  educational  association  was  or- 
ganized at  Santa  Fe ;  the  first  association  of  its  kind  in  the  Territory. 

March  19,  1886,  the  following  notice  in  the  paper  appeared :  "There 
will  be  an  examination  at  the  Public  School  today,  Friday,  to  which  the 
citizens  taking  interest  in  educational  matters  are  invited  and  especially 
the  parents  of  children  in  attendance.  The  examination  will  extend  to 
all  three  departments  of  the  school  and  continue  all  day." 

Again  the  Editor  prints  a  report  of  the  school.  "The  report  of  the 
Silver  City  Independent  School  district,  printed  in  another  column  of 
this  issue  possesses  much  interest  for  parents  and  tax  payers  generally. 
It  shows  that  the  school  tax  of  the  district  is  expended  to  excellent  ad- 
vantage and  that  the  benefit  derived  by  the  pupils  attending  the  school 
are  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  course  of  study  is  thorough  as  far 
as  it  goes  and  the  method  of  teaching  practiced  is  such  as  to  accomplish 
the  best  results.  This  city  has  reason  to  take  some  pride  in  its  public 
school  and  the  additional  $800  tax  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  year  should  be  voted  without  objection." 

The  report  referred  to  above  was  from  May  1,  1884,  to  May  1, 
1886,  giving  the  salaries  of  Mr.  Charles  as  $100  a  month  for  first  year, 
$125  for  the  second  year ;  and  $75  each  for  Miss  Cutler  and  Miss  Alex- 
ander ;  and  the  Course  of  Study. 

First  Year  or  Grade 
Reading:    Oral  Lessons  from  chart  or  blackboard.  McGuffy's 
First  Reader  revised,  completed. 

Spelling:    Spell  all  the  words  in  the  reader. 
Language:    B right's  Manual,  first  year's  work. 
Writing:    With  pencils  on  slates  and  on  paper  properly  ruled. 
Object  Lessons:    Talks  by  the  teacher  about  simple  and  familiar 
objects  of  food,  dress,  color,  etc. 

Second  Year  or  Grade 
Reading:    McGuffy's  Revised  Second  Reader  Completed. 
Spelling:    All  the  words  in  the  reader. 
Writing:    Spencerian  System. 

Arithmetic:    Combinations  numbers,  Grube  system,  through  10 
Object  Lessons  : 

Third  Year  or  Grade 
Reading:    McGuffy's  Third  Reader  completed. 
Spelling:     Words  from  the  third  reader. 
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Language:    Bright's  Manual,  third  year's  work. 
Arithmetic:    1.  Notation  and  numeration  to  1,000,000. 

2.  Tables  of  the  four  fundamental  operations  thor- 

oughly mastered. 

3.  Applications  to  concrete  problems. 

4.  Federal  money. 

5.  Mental  Arithmetic  to  correspond  with  above  work. 

Fourth  Grade  or  Year 
Reading:    McGuffy's  revised  Fourth  Reader  to  page  175. 
Spelling:    McGuffy's  Eclectic  Speller  to  page  30. 
Arithmetic :    Greenleaf's  Elements  of  Arithmetic.    Thorough  drill 

in  four  fundamental  rules.   Compound  Numbers.   Avoirdupois  Weight. 

Dry  Measure.    Troy  Weight.    Liquid  Measure.    Practice  in  making 

simple  bills.    Mental  arithmetic  corresponding  with  practical  work  of 

grades. 

Geography :    Eclectic  Primary  Geography  completed. 
Language:    Bright's  Manual  Fourth  year's  work. 
Writing:    Spencerian  system. 

Fifth  YTear  or  Grade 
Reading:    McGuffy's  Revised  Fourth  Reader  completed. 
Spelling:    McGuffy's  eclectic  speller  to  page  60.    Words  from 
Fourth  Reader. 

Arithmetic:    Greenleaf's  Elements  to  page  132. 
Geography:    Eclectic  complete  to  page  40. 
Language:    Bright's  Manual,  fifth  year's  work. 
Writing:    Spencerian  system. 

Sixth  Year  or  Grade 

Reading:    McGuffy's  Fifth  Reader  to  page  180. 

Arithmetic:    Greenleaf's  Elements  completed. 

Grammar:  Harvey's  Elementary  Grammar  and  Composition  to 
page  78.    Bright's  Manual,  sixth  year. 

Geography :  Complete  Geography  (Eclectic)  to  page  84  and  re- 
view. 

Spelling:  Lists  of  words  selected  by  the  Teacher.  McGuffy's  Ec- 
lectic Speller  to  page  100. 

Writing:    Spencerian  system. 

Seventh  Year  or  Grade 
Reading:    Selections  from  McGuffy's  revised  Fifth. 
Spelling:    List  of  words  selected  by  teacher. 
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Arithmetic:    Greenleaf's  New  Practical  Arithmetic  to  page  242. 
History:    Eclectic  History  of  the  United  States  to  page  228. 
Geography:    Eclectic  New  Complete  Geography  to  page  91  and 
review. 

Grammar:    Harvey's  elementary  grammar  and  composition  com- 
pleted.   Bright's  manual,  seventh  year. 
Writing:    Spencerian  system. 

Eighth  Grade  or  YSear 
Reading:    McGuffy's  Revised  Fifth  Reader  completed. 
Spelling:    List  of  selected  words. 

Arithmetic:  Greenleaf's  new  Practical  Arithmetic  completed  and 
reviewed. 

Geography:    Eclectic  complete  geography  completed  and  reviewed. 
History:    Eclectic  History  of  the  United  States  completed  and  re- 
viewed. 

Grammar:    Harvey's  English  grammar  completed. 
Writing:    Spencerian  system. 

No.  of  Pupils  Enrolled 
Grammar  Department : 

Boys   31 

Girls  27  58 

Intermediate  Department: 

Boys   36 

Girls   48  84 

Primary  Department: 

Boys   38 

Girls   61  99 

Grand  Total  249 

All  children  of  school  age  in  the  County  are  entitled  to  attend  this 
school  free. 

C.  Bennett 
F.  M.  Prescott 
H.  S.  Gillett 

School  Trustees 


In  February,  1887,  something  new  in  school  affairs  was  offered: 
"The  Silver  City  Institute  to  be  opened  up  under  the  charge  of  Prof. 


HISTORY  FROM  1874  TO  1928 


39 


W.  M.  Decker."  This  was  closed  in  September  of  the  same  year  for 
the  lack  of  patronage. 

The  new  Board  of  Directors  or  Trustees,  elected  in  April,  1887,  de- 
cided that  if  the  additional  revenue  which  was  to  be  derived  from  the 
new  gambling  law  was  sufficient  in  warranting  them  in  doing  so,  a  fourth 
teacher  would  be  employed  for  the  public  schools.  To  take  care  of  the 
increasing  enrollment,  the  large  room  upstairs  in  the  Public  School  was 
to  be  cut  in  two  by  a  partition  and  for  that  year,  1887,  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  accommodate  all  the  scholars.  Then  the  Board  prophesied  that 
"it  is  probable  that  by  next  year  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  erect  an- 
other building  in  order  to  accommodate  all  the  children.  Owing  to  the 
crowded  condition,  the  school  closed  in  the  year  1887,  with  no  special 
exercises." 

"The  new  gambling  law"  must  have  been  enforced,  for  in  July, 
the  Trustees  met  and  decided  to  partition  the  big  hall  of  the  second 
story  of  the  Public  School  and  place  there  the  two  most  advanced  grades. 
Then  the  next  improvement  was  the  fencing  the  school  yard  (part  of 
this  can  be  seen  in  one  of  the  pictures). 

Four  teachers  were  hired  for  the  next  year:  Prof.  Charles,  assisted 
by  Mrs.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Miss  Ada  Cutler,  and  Miss  Carrie  Murphy. 
On  account  of  ill  health,  Prof.  Charles  had  to  resign,  and  Prof.  G.  W. 
Miles  was  hired  to  take  his  place.  School  closed  on  May  4th,  1888.  An 
additional  tax  of  $500  had  to  be  asked  for  to  take  care  of  the  school ;  the 
previous  year  $1,000  was  asked  for  and  voted  for  without  protest.  I 
wonder  if  the  townspeople  did  not  sometimes  think :  "The  poor  ye  have 
always  with  you." 

In  the  fall  of  1888,  the  school  year  was  lengthened  to  nine  months ; 
several  changes  are  noted  in  the  work.  One  of  the  texts  was  "Oral 
lessons  on  Form,"  by  Calkins.  Physiology  was  also  an  added  subject. 
Mr.  S.  B.  McCrea,  assisted  by  Miss  Cutler,  Miss  Lizzie  Black  and  Mrs. 
Jackson  had  charge  of  the  school.  A  high  school  of  twenty-four  months, 
consisting  of  the  8th  and  9th  grades  was  added  and  Mr.  McCrea  ex- 
plains :  "While  the  work  in  the  high  school  is  that  of  the  grammar  grade 
in  advancement,  yet  it  is  as  far  advanced  in  work  as  can  be  done  with 
the  present  number  of  teachers.  As  great  a  number  of  grades  are  car- 
ried in  each  room  as  can  be  to  do  thorough  work.  With  another  teacher, 
eleven  years  of  work  can  be  done  well,  provided  no  teacher  had  too  many 
pupils  to  instruct.  This  would  allow  careful  instruction  in  mathematics, 
natural  sciences,  the  English  Literature  and  language  and  general  his- 
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tory.  With  a  high  school  carrying  such  a  course  of  study,  a  good  aca- 
demic education  can  be  given  to  all  who  want  it." 

This  notice  appeared  in  August,  1888.  "Notice  to  non-resident 
patrons  of  the  Silver  City  Graded  School.  The  rates  of  tuition  per 
month  in  the  Silver  City  Graded  School  are  as  follows : 


The  tuition  must  be  paid  in  to  the  secretary  of  the  Board,  R.  P. 
Barnes,  monthly  in  advance.  Tuition  is  charged  that  all  who  share  the 
benefits  of  the  school  may  assist  in  its  support,  thus  keeping  the  school 
up  as  many  months  in  the  year  as  is  possible." 


That  the  school  term  in  the  fall  should  open  auspiciously,  the  fol- 
lowing "orders"  were  printed  in  the  paper : 


ORDERS  TO  PUPILS  FOR  FIRST  DAY  OF  SCHOOL 


Each  pupil  bring  a  slate,  pencil,  a  slate  rag  or  sponge.  Pupils  will 
bring  to  school  the  first  day  of  school,  such  books  as  they  have.  Teach- 
ers will  give  pupils  orders  for  such  books  as  are  needed  during  the  first 
week. 

To  the  primary  grade  taught  by  Miss  Black  will  go  all  pupils  enter- 
ing school  for  the  first  time,  and  ready  to  begin  reading  in  the  first 
reader. 

To  the  intermediate  grade  taught  by  Mrs.  Jackson  will  go  all  pupils 
who  have  read  through  the  first,  second  and  third  readers,  who  can  spell 
off  the  book,  and  who  can  count  and  make  figures  to  100. 

To  the  Grammar  grade  taught  by  Miss  Cutler  will  go  all  pupils 
who  attended  Mrs.  Jackson's  school  last  year;  also  all  other  pupils  read- 
ing well  in  fourth  or  fifth  readers,  who  understand  the  fundamental 
rules  of  arithmetic,  and  who  are  studying  elementary  geography  and  ele- 
mentary grammar. 

To  the  High  School  taught  by  S.  P.  McCrea  will  go  only  those 
pupils  who  have  done  all  the  following  work  well :  Arithmetic  through 
fractions  in  Greenleaf's  Practical  or  in  Ray's  Practical;  Grammar, 
through  parts  of  speech  in  a  large  grammar  as  Harvey's;  Geography 
through  Eclectic  No.  2  or  the  complete ;  Reading  through  fourth  or  fifth 


Primary  Department 

Intermediate  

Grammar  -  

High  School  .-—  


$1.50 
.  2.00 
.  2.00 
.  2.50 


S.  P.  McCrea,  Principal. 
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readers  ;  pupils  who  have  attended  the  high  school  and  who  have  not 
done  this  work  thoroughly  had  better  enter  the  grammar  grades. 

This  classification  is  only  temporary,  and  pupils  will  be  put  just 
where  they  belong  as  rapidly  as  the  teachers  can  find  out  what  they 
know.  For  this  reason  parents  had  better  not  supply  their  children  with 
new  books  until  they  are  asked  for  by  the  teachers. 

School  hours  are  from  8:45  to  12  A.  M.  and  from  1  :15  to  4.  It 
is  earnestly  desired  that  parents  will  not  only  start  their  children  the 
first  day,  but  that  they  will  send  them  promptly  and  regularly  through- 
out the  term.  School  will  begin  Monday,  Sept.  3,  1888.  S.  P.  McCrea, 
Principal." 

On  the  first  day  the  enrollment  reached  148.  In  October  it  had 
reached  213.  On  the  honor  roll  for  work  and  attendance :  High  School 
were  the  following  that  first  term : 


Bert  Gilbert   96 

Gertrude  Scott  -  -  95 

Felecita  Watts  94 

Maggie  Holmon  93 

Efifie  Farnsworth  92 


When  the  attendance  had  reached  a  still  higher  mark,  a  distinction 
was  made  between  the  first  grade  and  "infant  class."  An  extract  from 
the  reports  follows :  "A  loss  of  twenty-eight  school  months  in  absence 
in  a  school  session  of  22  days  shows  that  the  parents  in  Silver  City  do 
not  realize  the  importance  in  regular  attendance  in  securing  an  educa- 
tion. A  tardy  roll  footing  up  to  91  cases  show  a  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  a  few  pupils  which  parents  ought  to  remedy.  Can  we  not  have 
assistance  from  parents  in  these  matters?  The  efficiency  of  our  school 
depends  on  the  records  we  make  in  these  particulars." 

During  the  winter  of  1888-1889,  diphtheria  caused  a  decrease  in  at- 
tendance. 

The  Public  School  of  Silver  City  kept  abreast  of  the  times,  as  we 
find  in  January,  1889,  that  Prof.  McCrea  attended  the  Territorial  Teach- 
ers Convention  in  Albuquerque,  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  "Repre- 
sentative school  men  were  present  from  Raton,  Santa  Fe,  Las  Vegas, 
Albuquerque,  Chamita,  Las  Cruces,  Prescott,  Arizona  and  Silver  City. 
The  convention  was  opened  by  a  citizen  meeting  the  first  night  and 
closed  with  a  very  pleasant  social  at  San  Felipe  Hotel  on  the  last  night 
at  which  were  present  several  Albuquerque  people  who  certainly  did 
the  graces  of  the  occasion  admirably.    The  conclusion  arrived  at  as 
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to  the  educational  affairs  in  New  Mexico  may  be  best  seen  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  unanimously  adopted : 

"Whereas,  at  this  period  of  our  history  as  a  territory  we  deem  it  • 
of  momentous  importance  by  way  of  social,  moral  and  national  develop- 
ment that  we  inaugurate  an  effective  school  system. 

Resolved,  that  as  a  step  toward  this  end  we  recommend  to  the 
legislature  about  to  assemble  in  Santa  Fe,  the  creation  of  the  office  of 
territorial  superintendent*. 

That  the  territorial  superintendent  be  empowered  to  issue  certi- 
ficates and  fix  the  grade  thereof  to  holders  of  first  grade  Normal,  Col- 
lege and  University  diplomas  when  properly  recommended. 

That  any  incorporated  town  or  any  school  district  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  form  themselves  into  districts  having  the  right  to  levy  special 
taxes  to  build  school  houses  and  sustain  public  schools. 

That  we  request  our  committee  on  school  laws  as  a  whole,  if  pos- 
sible, or  by  delegation  of  their  own  number,  in  person  to  attend  the  com- 
ing session  of  the  Legislature  and  to  use  all  legal  and  plausible  means 
to  secure  this  measure  for  the  people  of  New  Mexico. 

That  we  do  not  approve  of  the  use  of  public  money  in  private  or 
sectarian  institutions." 

The  wonderful  new  school,  which  was  built  at  such  a  sacrifice  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  Silver  City,  becomes  too  crowded  by  the  year 
1889,  and  we  find  that  with  an  attendance  of  159,  173,  169,  168,  159 
and  145  for  the  six  months  taught,  there  is  an  average  of  162  or  more 
than  40  pupils  to  each  teacher.  "Up  to  March  1,  there  had  been  enrolled 
250  pupils,  more  than  60  to  each  teacher.  The  conditions  were  too  crowd- 
ed and  a  new  teacher  was  needed.  Also  a  new  teacher  for  the  second 
year  high  school  and  it  would  be  better  to  spend  it  on  that  than  in  ad- 
vertising the  Wonderful  Sanitarium  of  Silver  City.  There  should  be 
a  special  tax  of  $1,500.  Repairs  to  building  and  more  room  is  the  great 
cry  that  ascended." 

Prof.  McCrea  was  asked  by  Prof.  Hiram  Hadley  of  the  Agricultural 
College  that  was  being  established  at  Las  Cruces,  to  come  down  and  take 
charge  of  the  College  while  Mr.  Hadley  went  east  on  business.  Mr. 
McCrea  went,  leaving  Miss  Cutler  in  charge.  The  school  board  object  - 
ed to  the  leave  of  absence  and  placed  Miss  Cutler  at  the  head  of  the 

*  Amado  Chaves  appointed  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  1891-1897. 
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school  and  sent  word  to  Mr.  McCrea  that  his  services  were  not  needed 
further.  R.  P.  Barnes  voted  against  the  motion  and  O.  L.  Scott  and 
John  S.  Swift  voted  for  it.  'The  professor  claims  that  he  had  an  oral 
agreement  with  the  Board  to  teach  the  full  term  and  may  sue  the  Board 
for  the  balance  of  his  salary."  A  petition  was  circulated  in  the  room 
in  which  the  professor  taught,  asking  that  he  be  reinstated,  which  re- 
ceived the  signatures  of  24  out  of  28  pupils  and  also  the  signatures  of  a 
number  of  parents.  "It  is  said  that  quite  a  number  of  scholars  left  the 
school  since  the  professor  has  been  deposed." 

In  September,  1889,  Prof.  C.  A.  Goggin  of  Du  Perrie,  Wisconsin, 
took  charge  of  the  school.  "He  is  said  to  be  an  excellent  teacher ;  fine 
appearing,  intelligent  young  man  and  no  doubt  will  give  satisfaction  as 
principal." 

Mr.  Goggin  instituted  one  very  admirable  thing  and  that  was  a 
"required  reading  course,"  a  list  of  which  follows.  This  practice  was 
kept  up  during  the  year,  but  only  one  list  is  reported  in  this  history. 
The  list  of  books  was  chosen  by  Prof.  Goggin. 


Elimora  Alexander  Franklin's  Biography. 

Alice  Bailey   Peasant  and  Prince;  Merchant  of  Venice. 

Cora  Derbyshire   Great  Lives. 

Pearl  Dotson   Tom  Brown  at  Rugby. 

Belle  Eckles  Ten  Boys;  Child's  History  of  England. 

George  Flettham   Days  and  Nights  on  the  Battlefield;  Ten  Boys; 

Greece  (Yonge) ;  England  (Yonge) ;  Winning 
His  Way  (Coffin);  Following  the  Flag. 

Agnes  Green  Vicar  of  Wakefield;  Laing's  Rome,  Vol.  I. 

Charles  Holson   Campfires  of  Napoleon;  History  of  Xerxes. 

Martha  Holman   Tales  of  a  Grandfather. 

Will  Jones   Daring  Deeds. 

Oliver  Laizure   Mohammed. 

Ina  Loomis   Talisman;  Conquest  of  Spain;  Xerxes;  Little 

Women. 
Maud  Miller   Romola. 

Mabel  Miller  Ivanhoe;  Conquest  of  Spain. 

Elsie  Ross   Plutarch's  Lives;  Merchant  of  Venice. 

Gertie  Scott   Thaddeus  of  Warsaw;  Alexander  (Abbott). 

Eddie  Stine   Franklin's  Autobiography;  Child's  History  of 

England;  Stories  of  the  Old  World. 
Ida  Swift   Ivanhoe;  Conquest  of  Spain;  Ten  Boys;  Thaddeus 

of  Warsaw. 

Felicita  Watts   .History  of  Crusades;  Quentin  Durward;  Stories 

from  Modern  History. 
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Jo  Warren   Boy  life  in  the  United  States  Navy. 

Irta  Whitehill   Tom  Brown  at  Rugby;  Romola;  Scottish  Chiefs; 

Thaddeus  of  Warsaw. 
Josie  Whitehill   Swiss  Family  Robinson;  Ten  Boys. 

An  item  of  educational  interest  is  the  Chinese  school  which  was 
conducted  on  Sunday  afternoons  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

In  March,  1890,  the  Agricultural  College  at  Las  Cruces  was  open- 
ed ;  the  first  institution  of  its  kind  in  New  Mexico. 

To  keep  the  schools  abreast  of  the  times,  H.  W.  Loomis,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Grant  County  schools  announced  that  the  standard  was 
to  be  raised  for  teachers.  "Examinations  would  be  written  and  a  gen- 
eral average  of  80%  must  be  made  in  reading,  writing,  spelling,  gram- 
mar, arithmetic,  geography,  U.  S.  history,  Anatomy  and  physiology. 
Parties  applying  for  a  position  must  bear  a  good  moral  character,  be 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  required  to  pass  in  English  only." 

As  soon  as  school  was  out  in  May,  1890,  announcement  was  made 
that  Miss  Nettie  Munson  would  start  a  kindergarten  in  the  Public  School 
building.  The  school  was  to  be  for  two  months.  "Miss  Nettie  has  had 
special  training  in  the  kindergarten  department  of  the  Normal  School 
at  Emporia,  Kansas.  She  is  patient  and  painstaking  and  will  conduct 
a  good  school."  Another  item  in  the  paper  informs  that  the  Kindergarten 
would  be  reopened  in  the  fall,  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  At  the  same 
time  a  plea  was  made  for  a  new  school  house. 

In  the  paper  of  the  same  date  appeared  the  following :  "The  School 
Board  of  Trustees  for  some  reason  unknown  to  us  discharged  Miss 
Cutler  as  one  of  the  teachers  last  week.  Quite  a  ripple  of  excitement 
among  the  scholars  and  others  as  well,  was  created  by  accounts  of  it. 
A  petition  numerously  signed  by  Silver  City  residents  is  now  in  circu- 
lation praying  the  Board  that  she  be  reinstated.  'The  Sentinel'  has  no 
other  but  a  kind  word  for  Miss  Cutler.  We  believe  that  she  is  fully 
qualified  for  duties  as  a  teacher  and  has  made  an  efficient  one." 

However,  a  new  principal  was  hired  for  the  fall,  1890,  "this  time 
a  lady  principal,  who  comes  from  Indiana,  highly  recommended.  Miss 
Matilda  Koehler  will  have  as  assistants,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Miss  May 
Caddis,  Miss  Lula  Baxter  and  Miss  Lizzie  Black."  After  another  plea 
for  more  room,  a  large  wing  was  built  on  the  building,  to  be  used  for 
the  primary  department ;  "the  school  trustees  also  decided  to  fence  the 
school  grounds,  provided  the  funds  held  out."  They  must  have  held 
out,  for  the  picture  shows  the  grounds  fenced. 

Perhaps  as  a  sidelight  on  the  manner  of  raising  funds  for  school 
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districts,  in  January,  1891,  the  "Enterprise"  remarks,  ''that  there  is  now 
due  $450  for  this  school  district  from  past  due  gambling  licenses.  Many 
of  the  gambling  tables  owe  licenses  in  large  amounts  not  only  in  this 
city,  but  all  over  the  country.  They  will  be  compelled  to  pay  these  back 
due'licenses  or  close  up  their  games  and  in  the  future  no  license  will  be 
issued  until  the  cash  is  paid  therefor." 

In  order  to  raise  money  to  buy  an  organ  for  the  school,  the  children 
gave  a  program  and  the  editor  is  boosting  this  along :  "We  desire  to  call 
particular  attention  to  the  program  of  the  Public  School  entertainment 
which  is  to  be  given  in  the  Morrill  Hall  next  Friday  evening.  The 
children  are  working  to  secure  an  organ  for  the  school.  Teachers  and 
pupils  are  sparing  no  pains  to  make  the  entertainment  worthy  of  pat- 
ronage. Professor  Gungl  and  his  orchestra  have  kindly  consented  to 
assist.  Turn  out  en  masse  and  fill  Morrill  Hall  to  overflowing.  The 
young  folks  deserve  a  rousing  benefit.    Friday,  April  3,  1891. 

PROGRAM 

Grand  Marching  Chorus  -  200  school  children 

Flag  drill  24  Sirls 

Negro  Songs  B°ys'  chorus 

Orchestra 

Drama:    Anita's  Trial  of  our  girls  in  camp. 
Characters: 

Anita,  an  Italian  waif  Jo.  E.  Warren 

Mrs.  Deacon  Pippin,  with  an  eye  for  business  .....Irma  Must 

Lurelia  Ann  Pippin  Elmora  Alexander 

Dorothy  Pippin  Stella  Swift 

Daughters  of  Mrs.  Pippin 

Aunt  Matilda  -  Maud  Miller 

Clover  Wells  -  Cora  Derbyshire 

Ethel  Manning  -  Elsle  Ross 

Kate  Fortescue,  a  bride  -  l™  Wmtehill 

Nan  Fortescue...  -  Josie  Whitehill 

Mary  Hyde)  n       .  .  t  JBelle  Eckles 

Helen  Joy...} °Ur  athletCS (Alice  Bailey 

Exercises  begin  promptly  at  8:00  P.  M.    Admission  50c.    Seats  can  be 
reserved  at  Porterfield's  Drug  store  without  extra  charge. 

In  a  new  school  law  that  was  passed  that  year,  provision  was  made 
for  teachers'  examinations.  The  Board  of  Examiners  was  to  consist  of 
the  county  superintendent  and  two  citizens  appointed  by  the  United 
States  Judge  of  the  District  wherein  the  county  is  located.  The  ques- 
tions were  to  be  prepared  by  the  Territorial  Board  of  Education  and 
consist  of  fifteen  questions,  touching  the  principal  branches  taught.  The 
territorial  Board  of  Education  came  into  being  about  1891  and  as  noted 
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previously,  the  first  appointed  territorial  superintendent  was  Amador 
Chaves. 

The  school  opened  in  September,  1891,  with  Prof.  N.  C.  Campbell 
as  principal.  A  compulsory  school  law  had  been  passed.  In  order  to 
work  no  hardship  on  the  district,  the  following  announcement  was  made  : 
"All  children  of  the  Silver  City  Precinct  whose  parents  may  not  have 
the  necessary  money  to  purchase  school  books  can  obtain  them  by  ap- 
plying to  the  Board  of  School  Trustees.  The  law  compelling  children 
of  the  proper  age  to  attend  school  will  be  enforced  as  there  is  now  no 
excuse  whatever  for  children  absenting  themselves  or  being  kept  away 
by  their  parents." 

The  paper  also  made  this  announcement  and  advertisement.  "School 
will  open  Sept.  7.  Get  ready,  children,"  and  Aaron  Schutz,  merchant, 
says :  "School  children  buying  a  pair  of  shoes  will  receive  a  handsome 
satchel  as  a  present." 

"New  seats  and  desks  to  the  number  of  75  were  put  in  the  school 
house,  to  be  used  by  the  higher  classes ;  the  old  ones  to  be  repaired  and 
used  for  the  intermediate  and  primary  scholars.  There  were  to  be  six 
rooms  fitted  for  school  purposes :  a  high  school,  divided  into  Junior  and 
sub-junior  (the  first  wholly  high  school,  the  second  preparatory  and 
high  school  together)  ;  grammar,  intermediate  (2),  secondary,  primary. 
Another  primary,  called  secondary  primary  was  to  be  held  in  the  Old 
Masonic  Hall.  One  of  the  subjects  added  to  the  course  of  study  in  the 
"high  school"  was  Rhetoric ;  and  later  this  in  turn  was  replaced  by  book- 
keeping.   The  first  month  of  the  fall  term,  the  enrollment  was  352. 

The  newly  created  Territorial  Board  of  Education  had  the  power 
to  choose  the  texts  for  the  use  in  schools  of  the  territory  and  in  1890 
had  made  some  changes :  The  new  Franklin,  O'Shea  and  Nature  Read- 
ers to  take  the  place  of  the  McGuffys.  Geography  by  Barnes  ;  Scudder's 
and  Eggleson's  History;  Veneble's  and  White's  Arithmetic. 

A  high  school  literary  club  was  organized  at  this  time;  the  open 
meetings  were  often  held  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Also  a  small 
school  paper  called  the  "High  School  Herald,"  edited  by  Miss  Mabel 
Miller  and  Master  Eugene  Warren,  made  its  first  appearance. 

In  April,  1892,  appears  a  notice  that  a  'Normal  Institute  will  be 
opened  in  the  summer  to  last  eight  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing 
public  school  studies,  and  discuss  the  best  methods  of  teaching.'  " 

The  fall  term  of  1892  opened  with  Miss  Koehler  again  at  the  head 
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of  the  school  with  five  teachers  assisting  her.  During  1892  a  catalog  of 
the  Silver  City  Public  Schools  was  issued.  There  are  only  a  few  in 
existence,  and  there  is  no  note  made  that  any  other  was  ever  published. 
From  the  third  page,  I  quote  the  following:  "Improvements  have  been 
steadily  carried  on.  In  1890  an  addition  was  made  to  the  building  to 
relieve  the  crowded  rooms.  In  1891  the  school  grounds  were  enclosed 
with  a  stone  wall  and  a  fence  at  a  cost  of  #1,275.  The  new  license  law 
of  1890  enabled  the  Independent  School  District  to  add  another  primary 
room  and  to  establish  a  high  school."  Under  the  "Rules  and  Regula- 
tions" adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  government  of  the 
school  is  found  that  the  school  year  consisted  of  forty  weeks  divided 
into  two  terms.  Also  there  are  detailed  duties  for  the  Superintendent, 
the  teachers  and  the  pupils.  In  the  latter,  Section  six  is  most  interest- 
ing: "Section  6 — Use  of  Tobacco.  The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form 
and  chewing  gum  or  any  substitute  will  not  be  allowed  in  or  about 
the  school  premises." 

The  High  School  had  two  years,  divided  into  three  terms  each. 
The  usual  subjects  are  noted  and  compare  favorably  with  any  high 
school  in  the  country  at  that  time.  The  "High  School"  held  some  of 
its  sessions  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 

A  school  entertainment  held  at  Morrill  Hall,  late  in  December  of 
this  year,  was  a  great  success.  "The  little  ones  were  greeted  with  a 
crowded  house,  and  were  greatly  pleased  at  the  appreciation  of  their  ef- 
forts by  the  public.  The  Misses  Clara  and  Minnie  Schutz  and  Lida 
Mcintosh  executed  an  instrumental  trio  which  was  greatly  applauded. 
"Fiddle  and  I"  was  sung  by  Miss  Elnora  Alexander  in  her  sweetest 
manner,  eliciting  praise  from  all.  "The  Black  Horse"  was  declaimed 
by  Eugene  Warren  in  a  masterful  manner  and  graciously  received.  "The 
Ruggles  Family  Christmas"  was  the  piece  de  resistance  of  the  evening, 
and  as  the  more  humorous  parts  of  the  play  were  produced,  the  audience 
showed  its  appreciation  by  cheering  vociferously.  Miss  Alice  Bailey  as 
the  "Carol  Bird,"  added  to  her  already  acquired  reputation  as  a  juvenile 
actress,  while  Paul  Brahm  as  Mr.  Bird  was  decidedly  artistic  in  his  ren- 
dition of  a  difficult  part.  Miss  Joan  E.  Warren  acted  the  part  of  Mrs. 
Bird  to  perfection.  She  is  perfectly  at  ease  before  a  critical  audience 
and  walks  the  stage  like  a  trained  artist.  Miss  Belle  L.  Eckles  as  Mrs. 
Ruggles  was  decidedly  "chic"  in  rendition  and  her  efforts  were  ap- 
preciated. The  various  parts  not  already  mentioned  were  creditably 
represented  by  various  school  children  and  the  entire  play  was  convul- 
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sively  ludicrous.  Those  who  sustained  the  leading  characters  did  credit 
to  themselves  and  their  instructresses." 

A  commentary  on  the  excellence  of  the  Public  School  is  found  in 
the  fact  that  Bert  Gilbert  in  an  examination  for  West  Point,  competing 
with  fourteen  others,  passed  the  highest. 

For  want  of  funds  to  longer  continue  the  school,  the  school  was 
closed  early  in  1894  and  the  following  bit  of  information  appeared  in 
the  papers :  "The  principal  and  teachers  of  our  public  schools  have 
magnanimously  offered  to  continue  the  schools  after  the  same  methods 
as  heretofore,  accepting  therefor  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  month  for 
each  pupil  in  the  primary  grade  and  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  each 
pupil  in  the  higher  classes  to  be  paid  them  by  the  parents  or  guardians 
of  the  scholars."  As  a  result  there  was  hardly  any  change  in  enroll- 
ment. 

During  the  World's  Fair  held  in  Chicago,  1893,  a  bronze  medal, 
was  awarded  the  Public  School,  with  the  reasons  for  the  award  :  "First : 
for  extent  and  general  excellence  of  exhibit ;  Second,  high  character  of 
instruction;  Third,  many  excellent  examples  of  pupils'  work  in  penman- 
ship, written  recitation,  drawing  clay  maps  and  wood  carving." 

At  the  territorial  teachers'  meeting  at  Albuquerque  in  January, 
1895,  Silver  City  was  complimented  on  the  many  pretty  "school  marms" 
in  attendance. 

In  passing  it  is  interesting  to  note  "The  Normal  School  was  estab- 
lished in  Silver  City  in  1891.  Professor  Selby  being  the  first  presi- 
dent, with  one  assistant ;  the  school  was  held  first  in  the  Presbyterian 
church.  In  1894,  the  first  building  was  erected  on  the  hill  overlooking 
the  town. 

In  September,  1895,  Miss  Koehler  was  again  the  principal,  assisted 
by  Miss  Jettie  L.  Gaddis,  Miss  Lizzie  Black,  Miss  Mary  Agee,  Miss. 
Belle  Eckles.  Later  in  the  school  year  occurs  the  death  of  Miss  Black, 
whose  place  is  filled  by  Charles  E.  Hill.  Miss  Jettie  L.  Gaddis  resigns, 
and  Miss  Mabel  Miller  is  hired  in  her  place.  Another  kindergarten  is 
opened  by  Miss  Hattie  Stevens  of  Pinos  Altos.  A  business  college  is 
also  started  by  Mrs.  George  Norton  in  the  Southern  Hotel. 

In  May,  1896,  is  a  notice  of  Commencement  exercises  of  the  Public 
School.    There  had  not  been  mention  of  such  an  occasion  in  connection 


HISTORY  FROM  1874  TO  1928 


49 


with  the  Public  Schools  heretofore,  and  this  was  probably  the  first  of  its 
kind.    The  program  follows  : 

A  Peculiar  People  -  Roy  Bayne 

Beautifying  our  Homes  .  -  Cora  Miller 

Newspapers   Bertram  Brahm 

Transportation   Clarence  Link 

The  New  Woman  -  Lilian  Werny 

New  Mexico  Harry  Kelly 

Wonders  of  Surgery...  ...Edward  Powell 

The  Enterprise  makes  the  following  comment :  "The  teachers  of 
the  Public  Schools  and  the  Normal  School  of  this  city  are  working  in 
harmony  for  the  promotion  of  the  efficiency  of  both  schools.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  Normal  School  on  the  Public  School  will  be  most  bene- 
ficial while  the  public  school  will  be  made  a  "model"  for  the  observations 
of  the  Normal  School." 

In  celebration  of  Washington's  Birthday,  the  Public  School  gave  an 
entertainment  in  Morrill  Hall.  The  eight  grades  of  the  school  were 
represented  on  the  program.  The  admission  was  free  to  all  school 
children ;  but  adults  and  children  over  fifteen  were  charged  25  cents  and 
under  fifteen  10  cents.  The  proceeds  amounted  to  $40.00  and  were  used 
in  "repairing  the  tattered  flag  and  supplying  other  necessities." 

The  crowded  condition  of  the  building  made  it  necessary  to  hire  a 
second  primary  teacher.  The  chart  class  had  been  attending  but  a  half 
day,  while  the  reading  class  was  to  go  to  the  school  building.  Fifty  new 
desks  were  ordered  and  were  to  be  placed  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
where  Miss  Eckles  would  teach  the  primary. 

In  the  fall  of  1897  a  new  faculty  took  charge  of  the  school.  Mr. 
I.  N.  Hughes  was  superintendent  and  teacher  of  the  7th  and  8th  grades, 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Jackson,  Joan  R.  Warran,  Maud  Fielder,  Maud  Miller 
and  Bell  Eckles.  The  enrollment  early  in  the  fall  was  326  and  the 
newspaper  said  "Schools  are  in  a  better  condition  than  a  year  ago.  The 
highest  percent  of  attendance  is  in  the  8th ;  Clara  Upchurch  though  liv- 
ing at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  school  was  neither  tardy  nor 
absent  during  the  last  school  year." 

In  March  following,  Joan  Moorman  resigns  and  Miss  Ollie  White- 
hill  was  elected  by  the  Board  of  Trustees ;  the  paper  states  that  "Miss 
Whitehill  graduated  with  high  honors  in  the  Normal  Class  of  '97.  She 
will  prove  an  efficient  addition  to  the  excellent  corps  of  teachers  in  the 
Public  School." 

In  1898,  Miss  M.  R.  Koehler  again  heads  the  schools.  "Miss 
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Koehler  has  heretofore  proven  her  efficiency  as  principal  of  the  Public 
Schools  of  this  city  and  the  Board  will  have  no  cause  to  regret  their 
wise  selection.    Her  assistants  will  be  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

Evidently  the  editor  objected  to  the  sound  of  the  school  bell,  as 
he  says :  "The  Public  Schools  of  Silver  City  will  open  Monday  and  the 
clanging  of  harsh  sounding  bells  will  be  heard  every  day.  Schools  of 
cities  are  managed  and  children  taught  to  come  and  go  without  such  dis- 
agreeable noise." 

The  school  now  had  six  teachers,  needed  no  doubt,  as  the  city  has 
J,945  inhabitants.  Physical  training  and  drawing  have  been  added  to 
the  course  of  study,  which  materially  increased  the  interest  of  the  pupils 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  schools.  With  an  ever  increasing  attendance,, 
a  large  addition  was  built  on  the  west  end  of  the  building,  to  be  used 
entirely  for  the  primary  department." 

The  opening  day  for  the  fall  term  of  1900  fell  on  "circus  day,"  but 
the  principal  was  wise :  she  put  in  the  paper  that  all  scholars  should  come 
promptly  in  the  morning  to  be  classified  and  then  they  would  be  dis- 
missed in  time  to  see  the  circus  parade! 

An  amusing  interlude :  "The  Commencement  of  the  Normal  in 
June.  An  admission  fee  of  25  cents  will  be  charged,  the  proceeds  to 
be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  decorations  for  the  commencement  exer- 
cises." 

During  the  next  two  years,  the  school  work  was  pushed  hard 
with  no  special  exercises  to  mark  the  close  of  the  school  year,  except 
the  usual  examinations. 

The  School  gave  the  sum  of  $20.50  for  the  McKinley  Memorial 
Fund  being  raised  that  year. 

Names  of  teachers  not  mentioned  before  are  Edith  Casey  and  Bella 
Gaddis,  Carrie  Whitehill.  Elaborate  exercises  were  given  in  the  dif- 
ferent rooms,  1901,  seven  grades  only  are  mentioned  but  of  these  there 
were  some  150  children  taking  part. 

Notice  is  made  of  the  fact  that  the  Public  Schools  were  represented 
with  some  of  the  school  work  at  the  St.  Louis  World's  Fair. 

In  1904,  Silver  City  entertained  the  Territorial  Teachers  Associa- 
tion in  its  nineteenth  meeting.  "The  mornings  will  be  given  to  the 
technical  points  of  the  Association.  Wednesday  evening  will  be  devoted 
to  a  public  reception  tendered  the  visitors  by  the  city  teachers  and  the 
faculty  of  the  Normal  School.    Dr.  Mclntyre  will  give  his  famous  lec- 
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lure  "Buttoned-up  People."  The  New  Mexican  exhibition  at  the  St. 
Louis  World's  Fair  will  be  on  display.  Noted  speakers  from  the 
state :  Chas.  R.  Keys,  School  of  Mines ;  Hiram  Hadley,  Agricultural 
College;  W.  G.  Tight  of  the  University  of  New  Mexico;  E.  J.  Vert 
of  Las  Vegas  Normal,  all  of  these  being  presidents  of  the  state  schools ; 
and  Prof.  C.  E.  Hodgin  of  the  State  University  (retired  from  active 
educational  service  in  the  state  after  more  than  forty  years,  1926),  and 
many  other  educators.  A.  B.  Stroup,  superintendent  of  the  Albuquerque 
schools,  was  president  of  the  Association. 

Girls  will  get  married,  and  Miss  Kate  Crawford  was  elected  to 
take  the  place  of  Edith  Casey,  who  was  married  early  in  the  fall.  Miss 
Koehler,  superintendent  of  the  Silver  City  Schools,  was  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  Territorial-  Association  that  year. 

Mr.  Alvin  White  was  elected  county  superintendent  in  1905,  and 
issued  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  teachers :  "Teachers  must 
be  holders  of  legal  certificates  granted  upon  examination  by  the  County 
Board  of  Examiners,  or  Territorial  Board  of  Education;  must  have 
certificate  of  attendance  at  some  institute  or  summer  normal  school  for 
at  least  10  days;  and  must  have  a  certificate  from  some  local  physician 
himself  not  afflicted  with  tuberculosis,  showing  himself  free  from 
tuberculosis  or  consumption.  2d.  Each  district  must  own  a  flag  and  it 
must  be  displayed  each  day  of  school  or  as  may  appear  practicable,  by 
law." 

Miss  Koehler  evidently  believed  in  "beating  the  small  boy  at  his 
own  game,"  for  on  Hallowe'en,  1905,  she  planned  a  two  hour  evening 
of  pleasure  at  the  school ;  the  children  to  come  dressed  as  witches,  gob- 
lins, etc.  They  marched  down  town,  sang,  drilled  and  entertained  the 
public  generally.  They  went  back  to  school  where  they  had  a  feast. 
Again  they  were  marched  around  town  to  serenade.  A  prize  was  offered 
for  the  best  jack-o-lantern.  The  first  prize  went  to  Murl  McMains,  and 
the  second  to  Phillip  Bartlett. 

The  next  year,  Mr.  Hiram  Hadley,  one  of  the  "grand  old  men"  of 
the  state,  educationally,  was  elected  Territorial  superintendent.  From 
one  of  his  reports  we  learn  that  Grant  County  had  31  schools  with  an 
average  number  of  school  days  in  session,  145  ;  with  an  average  salary 
of  $55.12. 

In  1906,  Miss  Koehler  declined  to  be  re-elected,  and  Walter  B. 
McFarland  was  elected  as  head  of  the  schools,  with  Mary  Gill,  Belle 
Eckles,  Carrie  Whitehill,  Mrs.  McAminch  and  Miss  Winifred  Martin 
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as  assistants.  Under  Mr.  McFarland  the  school  was  built  up  in  many 
ways.  The  school  building  was  crowded  to  overflowing  and  for  the 
next  four  years,  the  paper  contains  statements  describing  the  over-full 
condition  of  the  school.  The  year's  work  was  divided  into  quarterly 
examinations.  There  was  more  attention  paid  to  the  library ;  which  had 
been  slowly  built  up.    Many  books  were  given  to  the  school  library. 

Attention  has  been  called  to  the  exhibitions  that  closed  the  school 
year;  from  this  point  in  its  history  the  school  held  exhibits,  displays  of 
the  handwork  of  the  children,  written  class  work,  etc.,  which  proved 
most  interesting  to  the  parents. 

In  March,  1907,  there  were  enrolled  440  pupils,  trying  to  exist  in 
six  rooms.    So  a  meeting  was  called  to  vote  $22,000  for  a  new  school. 

Professor  John  Treanor  was  elected  teacher  of  vocal  music  in  the 
public  schools. 

Owing  to  the  very  crowded  condition,  beginning  pupils  were  asked 
to  start  at  the  first  of  the  year,  as  no  new  classes  could  be  accommodated. 
To  take  care  of  the  overflow  classes,  a  store  room  in  the  Abraham  Block, 
opposite  the  Orient  Hotel,  was  rented. 

An  eighth  grade  graduation  takes  place  every  year  of  the  time 
that  Mr.  McFarland  had  charge.  The  library,  by  the  year  1908,  has  300 
volumes  in  the  cases.  Daily  visits  by  Dr.  Whitehill,  as  medical  ex- 
aminer of  the  school  were  made. 

At  the  eighth  grade  graduation  of  1909,  Agnes  Sully,  Mary  Jones, 
Pascal  Simmons,  John  Blackwell,  Lillian  White,  and  Clarence  Wood- 
ward received  diplomas. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  enrollment  increased,  the  school  bonds 
were  defeated  by  a  vote  of  125  against  91  for  a  new  school.  Messrs. 
Kelly,  Kiner,  and  Burgess,  the  Board  of  Education  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  inspect  the  old  building.  Said  committee  reported  the  build- 
ing as  unsafe  and  unsanitary ;  as  a  fire-trap  and  that  it  would  not  do 
to  repair  the  old  building.  As  a  consequence,  another  mass  meeting 
was  held.  A  petition  was  circulated  by  C.  C.  Whitehill,  M.  W.  Porter- 
field,  O.  C.  Hinman,  Percy  Wilson  and  A.  F.  Kerr,  calling  for  another 
election.  In  the  special  election  held  January  18,  1910,  the  $25,000 
bonds  carried  262  to  12;  said  bonds  to  mature  in  thirty  years. 

One  of  the  things  the  inspectors  of  the  old  building  condemned  was 
the  "family  drinking  bucket,"  which  was  prevalent;  and  when  school 
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opened  in  the  fall  of  1909,  the  old  building  had  been  renovated  and  a 
sanitary  drinking  fount  had  been  installed. 

While  waiting  for  the  new  building  to  become  a  fact,  Mr.  Mc- 
Farland  instituted  a  weekly  reading  class  for  the  teachers,  as  required 
by  the  Territorial  Board  of  Education;  and  the  teachers  read  "Chamber- 
lain's Standards  in  Education"  and  a  "Primer  of  Sanitation,"  by  Ritchie. 

From  the  38th  session :  Acts  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  1909. 

"An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  make  the  town  of 
Silver  City  an  Independent  School  District,  and  to  provide  for  the  regu- 
lation and  support  of  such  school  District.'  Approved  Feb.  18,  1882, 
to  subject  the  territory  embraced  in  said  Independent  School  district 
to  the  operation  of  the  General  school  laws  of  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico  and  for  other  purposes.  H.  S.  C.  S.  H.  B.  No.  29.  Ap- 
proved March  2,  1909. 

Be  it  enacted  in  the  Legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico. 

Sec.  1.  That  the  act  of  the  Legislative  assembly  of  the  territory 
of  New  Mexico,  approved  February  18,  1882,  entitled  an  'act  to  make 
the  town  of  Silver  City  an  independent  school  district  and  to  provide 
for  the  regulation  and  support  of  such  school  district'  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  territory  embraced  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  the  town  of  Silver  City  in  the  County  of  Grant,  shall  hereafter  be 
subject  to  the  general  laws  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  with  refer- 
ence to  Boards  of  Education  in  towns,  being  Sections  1563  to  1601  of 
the  Compiled  laws  of  the  year  1897  and  other  general  laws  with  refer- 
ence to  boards  of  education  of  towns. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  board  of  Trustees  of  said  independent  school 
district  shall  until  the  next  town  election  for  the  town  of  Silver  City, 
be  and  constitute  the  board  of  education  of  the  town  of  Silver  City  of 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  shall  have  all  powers  and  be  subject 
to  all  liabilities  of  such  Board  of  Education  as  constituted  by  such  gen- 
eral public  school  laws  relating  to  incorporated  towns. 

Sec.  4.  At  the  next  election  for  the  town  of  Silver  City  there  shall 
be  elected  a  Board  of  Education  for  said  town,  consisting  of  three  mem- 
bers who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  shall  be  elected 
and  qualified  under  the  general  school  law. 

Sec.  5.    That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  said  independent  school 
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district  shall  and  it  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  at  once  turn 
over,  transfer  and  convey  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Town  of 
Silver  City  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  all  property  and  funds  of 
said  independent  school  district  in  their  hands  or  in  the  custody  or  con- 
trol, and  the  same  shall  become  the  property  of  the  said  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  the  town  of  Silver  City  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  treasurer  of  the  County  of  Grant,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  turn  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  town 
of  Silver  City  as  ex-omcio  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
town  of  Silver  City,  of  the  territory  of  New  Mexico,  all  money  now  in 
his  hands,  or  which  may  hereafter  come  to  his  hands,  levied  and  assessed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  independent  school  district,  after  such  treas- 
urer has  executed  a  bond  as  provided  by  Section  1571  of  the  Compiled 
laws  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  for  1897. 

Sec.  7.  This  act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

Another  change  in  the  curriculum  was  the  addition  of  manual  train- 
ing for  the  boys ;  the  equipment  for  which  had  to  be  placed  in  the  prin- 
cipal's room  and  taught  by  the  principal  himself.  The  girls  were  taught 
handwork  in  the  shape  of  baskets  and  mats  of  raffia. 

In  July,  1911,  the  new  building  was  finished.  The  contractor  was 
W.  A.  Schubel.  The  cost  was  $33,000;  $25,000  in  bonds,  the  other 
$8,000  from  an  accumulated  fund.  What  a  wonderful  advancement  in 
building,  in  arrangement,  in  sanitation,  the  new  building  showed.  "The 
building  would  hold  500  children  and  could  be  crowded  to  six  hundred 
if  necessary. 

An  abridged  description  is  given,  taken  from  the  newspaper.  "The 
foundation  is  of  rough  blue  limestone,  walls  of  red  pressed  brick,  ceil- 
ings fourteen  feet  high.  The  first  floor  or  basement  contains  the  steam 
plant,  toilets  and  lavatories.  During  the  school  year  these  latter  were 
to  be  furnished  with  liquid  soap  and  sanitary  paper  towels.  The  manual 
training  room  is  also  on  this  floor,  as  well  as  a  large  class  room,  each 
23  x  32  feet,  both  well  lighted  and  ventilated. 

The  next  floor,  opening  on  the  north  on  Sixth  street,  has  four  com- 
modious rooms  24.9  x  32,  each  containing  50  school  desks  used  in  the 
old  school  building.  These  have  been  scraped  off  and  revarnished.  On 
this  floor  will  be  found  the  principal's  office  which  will  also  be  used  by 
the  Board  of  Education  for  meetings  and  school  purposes.  A  large 
library  is  also  on  this  floor.    A  long  hall,  16x86  feet,  runs  through 
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the  entire  building,  and  leads  up  to  the  upper  floor  by  wide  stairways  at 
the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  building  to  another  large  hall.  There  are 
three  classrooms,  a  large  assembly  hall  34.10  feet  x  40.4  feet,  lighted 
by  nine  60  candle  power  lights ;  this  hall  to  be  used  for  lectures,  enter- 
tainments and  other  purposes.  It  may  be  thrown  open  to  public  meet- 
ings having  an  educational  or  instructive  object.  Cloak  rooms  lead  into 
the  classrooms  on  both  floors.  Drinking  fountains,  designed  for  in- 
dividual drinking  cups  were  placed  on  both  floors.  Telephone  connec- 
tion with  all  rooms  and  the  principal's  office  have  been  installed.  The 
blackboards  are  of  natural  slate.  The  ventilating  system  of  the  entire- 
building  is  about  perfect,  all  rooms  being  connected  with  ventilating 
shafts.  The  main  entrance  will  be  on  the  north  side  (Sixth  Street)  ;  the 
other  two  sides  facing  east  and  west,  also  have  outside  entrances.  All 
three  sides  have  small  vestibules,  between  the  inner  swinging  doors  and 
the  outside  or  storm  doors." 

'The  city  Board  of  Education  for  their  commendable  enterprise 
and  tireless  work  in  securing  this  much  needed  public  school  building  is 
deserving  of  much  praise  and  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  in  promptly 
lending  their  assistance  are  entitled  to  the  high  commendation  and  the 
action  of  both  should  be  highly  appreciated  by  the  people.  They  have 
successfully  completed  a  most  important  work  and  one  that  will  certain- 
ly reflect  credit  on  the  city  and  redound  to  its  welfare." 

The  following  deed  is  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  above  new 


building : 

Robert  Black 
Van  T.  Manville 
Harry  H.  Kelly 
to 

Board  of  Education  of  S.  C. 


50-399-400 
D.  #1.00 

Dated  March  3,  1909 
Ack.  March  3,  1909 
Wm.  B.  Walton,  N.  P. 
Rec.  July  10,  1909 


Conveys  as  Trustees  of  the  Independent  School  district 
block  130  and  Lots  1,  3,  5,  7,  Block  131,  S.  C. 


All  of 


Nathan  Scarritt,  Jr.  and  Wifel  50-405 

Eva  Scarritt  W.  D.  $3.00 

To  Dated  March  15,  1909 

Board  of  Education,  I   Ack.  March  15,  1909 

Town  S.  C.  Bertha  L.  Johnson,  N.  P. 

Jackson  County,  Mo. 
Rec.  July  31,  1909 

Conveys  lots  13  and  15,  Block  131,  S.  C. 
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In  throwing  open  the  building  for  the  inspection  of  interested 
parties,  in  August,  1911,  great  stress  was  laid  on  the  fact  that  this  was 
a  "thoroughly  modern  building,"  and  attention  was  called  to  the  great 
progress  made ;  the  old  building  was  built,  in  1880  has  six  rooms  and 
while  a  wonderful  school  building  according  to  the  times  in  which  it  was 
built,  completely  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  progressive  city. 
The  new  building,  with  its  yard  occupies  one  and  a  half  blocks  and  a 
condemned  street.  Each  teacher  in  the  new  school  is  limited  to  fifty 
pupils. 

The  territory  of  New  Mexico  passed  out  of  existence  and  on  Janu- 
ary 1,  1912,  the  statehood  of  New  Mexico  is  proclaimed.  Miss  Belle 
Eckles,  elected  the  first  woman  for  county  superintendent  of  Grant 
County,  resigns  from  the  teaching  staff  of  the  Public  Schools  and  Miss 
Ella  Schafranka  is  hired  to  take  her  place. 

The  course  of  study  is  constantly  changing;  domestic  art  classes 
are  being  given  plain  sewing,  stenciling,  and  basket  work.  Agriculture 
is  introduced  to  take  the  place  of  Civics. 

One  of  the  first  state  lwas  to  affect  the  school  was  the  compulsory 
school  law,  giving  the  school  ages  7  to  14,  under  which  children  must 
be  kept  in  school. 

Mr.  McFarland  made  a  report  to  the  Board  which  gives  a  few  in- 
teresting figures  :  In  the  years  1907  to  1912,  his  enrollment  was  as  fol- 
lows:  467,  452,  467,  409,  416,  443.  Graduates  from  the  eighth  grade 
during  the  same  years,  O,  6,  7,  4,  6,  10.  In  1912  graduating  from  the 
Public  School  eighth  grade,  in  the  new  Assembly  Hall  there  were  ten 
children,  five  boys  and  five  girls :  Robert  Wiley,  Charles  Russell,  Temple 
Russel,  Dave  Smith,  Oakley  Simmons,  Ava  Wilson,  May  Stevenson, 
Ollie  Whitehill,  Florence  Wiley,  Thelma  Gibson. 

The  next  great  step  which  Mr.  McFarland  took  in  bringing  the 
Public  School  up  to  the  standard  of  other  schools  of  the  state  was  to 
institute  the  first  year  of  a  high  school  in  the  fall  of  1912;  science  was 
put  in  the  course  of  study  and  a  chemical  laboratory  was  added  to  the 
school  equipment. 

To  add  to  the  appearance  of  the  school,  and  to  the  comfort  of  the 
children,  a  tight  board  fence  was  erected  on  the  west  side  of  the  yard 
and  a  sanitary  drinking  fount  installed  on  the  west  side  of  the  building. 
At  a  later  date,  the  entire  lot  was  fenced  with  an  iron  fence  set  in  con- 
crete coping,  and  a  concrete  walk  placed  outside  on  the  north  and  east 
sides. 


The  Central  School,  Erected  in  1910. 


f 

■ 

The  Lincoln  School,  Erected  in  1915. 
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Diphtheria  having  made  its  appearance  in  town,  Dr.  Milliken  was 
called  in  to  examine  all  the  throats  of  the  children. 

At  the  State  Teachers  Association  held  in  Albuquerque,  Mr.  Mc- 
Farland  attended  with  two  members  of  his  faculty  and  the  honor  of  be- 
ing president  of  the  Association  was  bestowed  on  Mr.  McFarland  at 
the  annual  election. 

An  exhibit  of  work  from  the  different  pupils  in  1913  was  a  very 
creditable  affair  and  consisted  of  about  5,000  specimens  of  work,  in- 
cluding bags,  aprons,  towels,  dresser  scarfs.  Some  of  this  work  was 
sold  and  the  proceeds  used  to  buy  pictures  for  the  school.  (These  pic- 
tures are  still  on  the  walls).  Mr.  McFarland's  work  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  help  in  the  high  school  and  Ross 
Young  was  elected  for  next  year.  That  same  year  the  Board  appro- 
priated $300  to  buy  domestic  science  equipment.  This  department  grew 
in  favor  so  rapidly  that  within  a  year  more  equipment  had  to  be  pur- 
chased. Athletics  became  an  active  element  in  the  school  and  Mr. 
Young  and  his  successors  coached  teams  which  contested  with  teams 
from  the  surrounding  mining  camps,  all  contesting  for  a  silver  cup. 

A  business  college  under  the  tutelage  of  Prof.  P.  L.  Maloney,  was 
opened  in  the  Bell  Block  in  1914. 

This  Public  School  closed  with  a  play,  "The  Gypsy  Carnival."  The 
school  year  was  now  ten  months  in  length,  twenty  days  to  the  month 
and  only  one  grade  was  placed  in  each  room. 

A  new  literary  society  was  formed,  this  time  in  the  high  school, 
called  the  Phi  Sigma  Tau.  Colors  selected  for  the  high  school  were 
leaf  green  and  gold ;  and  athletic  colors  were  blue  and  white. 

In  1914,  the  Public  School  grounds  were  used  for  a  huge  com- 
munity Christmas  tree,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Silver  City. 

Early  in  January,  1915,  a  committee  from  the  Board  of  Education 
was  appointed  to  take  up  the  "matter  of  a  county  high  school  with  a 
similar  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Lordsburg  Schools.  There 
was  nothing  accomplished ;  sometime  later,  the  county  high  school  mat- 
ter was  settled  by  the  Normal  School  taking  over  the  high  school  work 
of  the  county  and  town. 

A  commercial  course  was  added  to  the  Public  School  curriculum. 
Assembly  was  held  every  morning  for  twenty  minutes.  The  high  school, 
established  by  Mr.  McFarland,  now  in  its  third  year,  was  fully  accre- 
dited by  the  State  Department  of  Education  at  Santa  Fe. 


58 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  SILVER  CITY 


In  May,  1915,  on  the  school  grounds,  a  May  Day  festival  was 
given,  one  hundred  and  fifty  children  in  costume  took  part  in  the  music 
and  dances. 

The  crowded  condition  of  the  schools  again  being  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Board,  bids  were  called  for  for  a  new  building  to  be 
erected  on  Cooper  Street,  building  to  be  of  brick,  40  feet  x  60  feet 
with  a  concrete  foundation.  H.  S.  Gilbert's  bid  was  rejected  and  an- 
other bid  submitted  by  L.  J.  Carter  for  $6,835,  without  blackboards  and 
heating  plant,  was  given  to  Mr.  Carter.  This  was  the  first  ward  building 
to  be  erected  in  Silver  City. 

The  following  deeds  are  on  record  concerning  the  plot  of  ground 
which  was  purchased  for  the  Lincoln  Building. 

Francisca  Maese  "]  55-400 

to  War.  Deed  $550. 

Board  of  Education,  May  4,  1915 

Silver  City,  N.  M.    [  March  4,  1915 

Nov.  9,  1917 
Carrie  Linfoot,  N.  P. 
May  6,  1915 

Conveys  lots  10,  12,  14  and  16.    Frasers  Sur.  Silver  City. 

her  1  55-405 

Refugio  (x)  Ramos  War.  Deed  $550 

mark  I   May  3,  1915 

to  May  3,  1915,  Nov.  9,  1917 

Same  Carrie  Linfoot,  N.  P. 

May  6,  1915 

Conveys  lots  11,  13,  15,  Block  15,  Frasers  Sur.  Silver  City,  N.  M. 

In  a  June,  1915,  issue  of  the  Enterprise,  the  School  Board  made  the 
following  statement  concerning  the  new  ward  building. 

"Believing  that  the  patrons  of  the  Silver  City  Schools  will  be  in- 
terested, the  Board  of  Education  has  authorized  the  following  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Ward  Building,  now  in  course  of  erection  at  the 
Corner  of  Cooper  and  San  Vicente  Streets.  'The  overcrowded  condi- 
tion of  the  lower  grades  of  the  Public  Schools  made  it  necessary  to  pro- 
vide further  accommodations  and  it  being  inexpedient  to  enlarge  the 
present  school  building,  a  site  was  selected  which  was  believed  to  be 
most  convenient  for  the  greater  number  of  children  to  be  accommodated. 
It  is  thought  that  before  many  years  that  similar  building  will  be  re- 
quired in  the  northern  part  of  town.    The  new  building  with  site  and 
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furniture  will  represent  an  outlay  of  approximately  $10,000.  It  will 
be  built  of  El  Paso  Pressed  Brick,  have  four  large  school  rooms,  an  of- 
fice and  store  room.  It  will  be  equipped  with  plumbing,  and  a  heating 
plant,  and  in  every  way  be  modern.  It  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
September  I,  1915. 

4 While  the  building  is  designed  to  accommodate  four  grades,  three 
only  will  be  taught  during  the  coming  year.  Before  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber the  town  will  be  divided  into  school  wards  by  the  proper  authori- 
ties and  all  children  residing  in  the  wards  so  established  and  belonging  in 
the  grades  taught  in  said  wards  will  be  required  to  attend  the  school 
located  in  the  ward  in  which  they  reside.  During  the  ensuing  year 
(1915)  all  children  above  the  third  grade  will  be  accommodated  in  the 
main  school  building.  Both  schools  will  be  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  McFarland.  Special  work  in  both  buildings  will  be  in  charge  of 
special  teachers.  It  is  hoped  that  the  patrons  of  the  school  and  the  citi- 
zens in  general  will  do  all  that  they  can  to  make  the  new  school  a  decided 
success.'  " 

Mrs.  O.  S.  Warren, 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

The  new  building  was  named  the  "Lincoln  Building,"  and  because 
of  the  name,  the  Elks  Lodge  had  a  flag  raising  at  the  Lincoln  School  in 
which  the  children  of  both  schools  participated.  A  feature  of  this  beau- 
tiful service  was  that  the  flag  was  raised  by  Bates  Eno  Wilson,  grand- 
son of  Edward  Bates,  attorney  general  in  President  Lincoln's  Cabinet. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Hugh  Calkins,  forest  Supervisor  of  the 
Gila  National  Forest,  with  headquarters  at  Silver  City,  two  pine  trees 
were  brought  down  from  the  forest  at  Pinos  Altos  for  flag  poles  for 
the  two  buildings.  Each  pole  was  to  be  set  in  a  concrete  base,  the  whole 
to  be  55  feet  high.   The  Elks  Lodge  was  to  provide  the  flags. 

During  the  fall,  a  State  Fair  was  held  at  Albuquerque,  and  twelve 
children  were  chosen  from  Silver  City  and  Grant  County  to  attend  the 
Fair  and  these  were  to  be  a  part  of  the  State  Industrial  encampment 
there.  The  boys  were  in  charge  of  Mr.  Leo  Douglas  and  the  girls  in 
charge  of  Miss  Lela  A.  Manville,  both  connected  with  the  Normal 
School.  The  representative  sent  from  the  Public  School  was  Consuela 
Golding. 

The  Public  School  kept  ever  abreast  of  the  times,  installing  for 
teaching  purposes,  a  "Pathescope."    Five  films  a  week  were  to  be- re- 
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ceived,  all  educational  and  instructive  and  'this  feature  promises  to  be- 
come one  of  the  most  valuable  and  attrcative  features  of  the  school.' 

The  senior  class  of  the  High  School  organized  early  in  the  fall 
and  Dave  Smith  was  president,  Margaret  Dotson,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. In  June,  1916,  occurred  the  first  graduation  of  the  Silver  City 
Four  Year  High  School.  Mr.  John  H.  Vaughan  of  the  Agricultural 
College  at  Las  Cruces  delivered  the  address  to  the  class,  the  exercises 
being  held  in  the  Elks  Opera  House.  The  Stage  was  banked  with  flow- 
ers ;  the  musical  numbers  consisted  of  selections  from  the  Silver  City 
Symphony  Orchestra  and  songs  from  the  High  School  Chorus.  The 
members  of  this  first  high  school  graduating  class  were  George  David 
Smith,  Bertram  Bryan  Woodward,  Margaret  Elizabeth  Dotson,  Alice 
May  Stevenson,  Thelma  Gibson. 

During  the  years  of  upbuilding  the  school,  Mr.  McFarland  estab- 
lished a  Junior  School  which  was  closely  affiliated  with  the  Senior  High 
and  this  permitted  promotion  of  pupils  by  subject  instead  of  by  grades. 
After  ten  years  of  successful  work,  in  which  the  Public  Schools  had 
risen  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency,  Mr.  McFarland  resigned  and  Mr. 
Byron  Reed  of  Las  Vegas  was  elected ;  Mr.  McFarland  taking  Mr. 
Reed's  place  in  Las  Vegas.  The  work  of  the  junior  and  senior  high 
was  changed  to  Departmental  work  at  this  time.  No  records  could  be 
found  other  than  a  graduation  from  the  eighth  grade ;  eleven  in  1917 
and  3  in  1918.  During  the  holidays  of  1917,  there  was  much  sickness, 
and  the  Lincoln  Building  was  closed  for  three  weeks  on  account  of 
small  pox. 

There  seems  to  be  for  the  first  time,  during  this  period,  a  "truant 
officer,"  for  newspaper  mention  is  made  of  the  resignation  of  J.  W. 
Fleming,  Jr.,  and  H.  E.  Muse,  Sr.,  being  selected  for  this  work. 

On  April  6,  1917,  war  was  declared  by  the  United  States  against 
the  foreign  powers  and  as  usual  the  Public  Schools  were  prominent  in 
every  way.  Under  the  direction  of  the  "Four  Minute  Men,"  a  division 
of  the  committee  on  Public  Information,  the  5th  6th,  7th,  8th  grades 
were  entered  in  the  Junior  Four  Minute  Men  War  Savings  Contest. 
Pauline  Milliken  of  the  8th  grade  Public  School  was  awarded  the  prize 
for  her  "war  savings"  essay.  Many  hundreds  of  dollars  in  war  sav- 
ings stamps,  thrift  stamps,  liberty  bonds  were  sold  to  the  teachers  and 
pupils. 

Mr.  Reed  was  re-elected  for  his  second  year,  1917-1918  and  to 
stimulate  the  industrial  work  of  the  school,  a  man  was  hired  especially 
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for  the  Manual  Training  Department.  Dr.  M.  O.  Stockland,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board,  offered  a  prize  of  $5.00  for  the  best  piece  of  furniture 
turned  out  by  the  boys  of  the  department.  Early  in  1918,  Mr.  Reed 
resigned  from  the  superintendency  of  the  Public  Schools.  "The  work 
of  Prof.  Byron  J.  Reed,  superintendent  of  the  City  Schools,  the  last 
two  years  has  called  forth  commendation  from  those  who  have  been  in 
a  position  to  judge  the  same  and  especially  the  faculty  of  the  Public 
Schools.  The  teachers  united  in  commending  his  work  and  the  har- 
monious relations  that  have  existed  between  the  faculty  and  superin- 
tendent during  his  incumbency  of  the  office."  For  some  reason  unknown 
to  the  writer,  Mr.  Reed  left  about  six  weeks  before  the  end  of  his  sec- 
ond year.  "He  folded  his  tent  like  the  Arab  and  as  silently  stole  away." 
At  about  the  same  time  this  notice  appeared  in  the  Enterprise: 

"Miss  Lela  A.  Manville,  principal  of  the  Training  School,  and  one  of 
the  best  and  most  efficient  educators  in  the  state,  will  head  the  Silver  City 
Public  Schools  the  coming  year.  Mr.  Reed,  having  resigned,  the  Board 
unanimously  elected  Miss  Manville  to  the  position.  The  news  of  Miss 
Manville's  election  will  be  gratifying  to  her  many  friends  in  this  sec- 
tion and  they  are  legion,  who  have  watched  her  educational  work  and  ad- 
mitted it.  The  Normal  Training  School,  under  her  guidance  has  been 
a  model  of  efficiency  and  has  kept  pace  with  the  latest  educational 
methods  and  thought,  although  not  given  to  fads  or  ultra  modernism." 

In  August,  1918,  Miss  Manville  took  charge  of  the  Schools  and 
the  first  radical  change  was  the  hiring  of  a  full-time  play  ground  teacher 
as  a  member  of  the  teaching  staff.  Supervised  play  had  never  been  given 
and  it  was  an  interesting  sight  to  watch  the  diminutive  Miss  Ballou  in- 
troducing games  to  the  huge  oversized  boys  on  the  playground.  The 
play  problems  were  difficult,  for  the  boys  themselves  remarked:  "we 
don't  know  how  to  play,  all  we  know  is  to  fight  each  other."  The  prob- 
lem was  solved  during  the  months  that  followed,  as  was  also  the  dis- 
cipline of  such  types  of  boys. 

Another  contest  was  scheduled,  this  time  by  the  Enterprise,  Mr.  E. 
A.  Woodhull  in  charge.  "Pershing's  Crusaders,"  the  first  official 
government  film  was  brought  here  and  a  special  showing  was  made  to 
the  school  children.  The  children  were  to  submit  essays  on  this  picture. 
The  eighth  grade  of  the  public  schools  won  both  prizes,  the  first  went 
to  Lillian  McCart  and  the  second  prize  was  awarded  to  Ida  Joyce 
Grimes.  "America  at  War."    (Miss  Grimes  graduating  from  the  eighth 
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grade  in  the  first  year  of  Miss  Manville's  work,  is  now  a  member  of  the 
faculty,  1928). 

The  schools  had  been  in  session  about  six  weeks  in  the  fall  of  1918, 
when  they  were  closed  by  order  of  the  County  Physician,  Dr.  C.  S. 
Guthrey,  Oct.  11,  1918,  and  not  opened  again  until  the  6th  of  January, 
1919.  There  were  no  public  gatherings  of  any  kind,  children  were  kept 
off  the  streets  for  a  preventive  measure  against  the  "flu."  During  the 
long  enforced  vacation  the  teachers  were  paid  full  wages.  Many  of 
them  took  part  in  the  war  work  of  the  town  and  several  acted  as 
volunteer  nurses  in  town  and  at  Mogollon,  where  the  flu  took  heavy  toll 
of  the  people  in  that  camp.  Not  only  were  the  schools  handicapped  by 
this  long  enforced  closing,  but  also  by  the  fact  that  when  Miss  Manville 
took  over  the  work  of  the  City  schools,  there  was  not  a  scratch  of  a  pen, 
not  a  record  of  any  kind  to  be  found  by  which  the  work  of  the  school 
could  be  noted,  or  children  placed  in  the  grades  where  they  belonged.  So 
the  work  of  the  first  three  or  four  years  was  a  "building"  process,  grad- 
ing, sorting,  until  the  grades  were  standardized  and  the  children  placed 
in  the  grade  where  they  belonged. 

Miss  Ballou  remained  in  the  position  of  playground  teacher  for  a 
year  and  a  half  ,  resigning  at  Christmas  time,  1919,  and  in  January,  1920, 
Miss  Ruth  Burris  was  hired  to  fill  out  the  half  year.  Early  in  the 
spring,  the  Public  School  staged  their  first  pageant  at  the  Elks  Opera 
House.  "A  Pageant  of  Spring,"  staged  by  Miss  Burris,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Houghton  of  the  Music  Department,  Miss  Morse  of  the  Domestic 
Science  department  and  the  entire  faculty.  The  huge  chorus  of  two 
hundred  or  more  children,  the  interpretative  dances,  the  flower  groups 
and  songs  were  a  novelty  both  to  the  children  and  the  public.  The 
pageant  was  a  benefit  show  for  the  Welfare  work  of  the  school.  This 
was  not  only  a  highly  entertaining  and  educative  affair  but  it  was  one 
of  the  means  by  which  the  public  schools  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  patrons  and  tax  payers  of  the  town. 

In  1921,  the  most  spectacular  and  gorgeous  pageant  and  the  finest 
of  its  type  was  presented  by  Miss  Harriet  Staley :  "America,  Yesterday 
and  Today."  The  next  one  was  the  Mother  Goose  play,  "Out  of  the 
Shoe,"  by  Miss  Irene  Dunkleberg.  In  December,  1921,  at  the  com- 
munity House,  the  children  gave  some  Christmas  exercises,  combining 
Foreign  Land  Art  Songs  sung  in  costume,  with  the  Christmas  Carols. 
This  was  directed  by  Miss  Josephine  Pulliam  of  the  playground  depart- 
ment and  Miss  Ruth  Thurman  of  the  Music  Department. 

In  the  first  year  of  Miss  Manville's  work,  in  order  to  have  the 


HISTORY  FROM  1874  TO  1928 


63 


money  to  have  supervised  play,  she  taught  the  7th  and  8th  grades  as 
well  as  supervised  all  the  other  grades.  In  1919,  the  two  grades  were 
divided  and  Miss  Mabel  Davis  was  elected  for  the  seventh  and  Miss 
Helen  M.  Calkins  for  the  eighth.  The  latter  grade  was  placed  in  the 
southwest  room  on  the  second  floor,  a  room  not  in  use  before.  The 
seventh  grade  occupied  the  assembly  room. 

With  a  view  of  giving  the  Spanish  American  children  a  longer 
time  in  which  to  do  the  work,  the  Lincoln  School  was  made  wholly 
Spanish-American ;  at  first  only  three  rooms  were  used,  then  the  fourth 
room  was  equipped.  Then  another  room  was  made  on  the  first  floor, 
to  be  used  as  a  first  grade,  so  that  the  school  had  two  firsts,  a  second, 
a  third  and  a  fourth  grade.  Showers  and  baths  were  also  installed  in 
the  building. 

As  the  years  have  passed  and  the  need  arose,  grades  were  divided, 
so  that  there  were  two  fifth  grades,  the  first  floor  Central  Bldg.  room 
being  fitted  up  with  seats  and  school  room  equipment  and  Mrs.  Blouware 
took  charge  of  this  room.  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  Mrs.  Boulware  (Blanche  Casey)  and  Mrs.  C.  P.  Cramer  (Edith 
Casey),  both  employed  at  dififerent  times  in  the  City  Public  Schools  are 
daughters  of  Miss  Mary  Richards  (Mrs.  Casey),  who  taught  the  sec- 
ond school  established  in  the  town. 

Three  years  ago,  another  division  of  the  sixth  grade  was  made, 
owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the  upper  grades.  The  upper  hall 
had  to  be  fitted  up  as  a  classroom.  The  large  office  that  was  built  in 
the  Central  Building  for  the  use  of  the  superintendent  had  to  be  used 
as  a  classroom,  and  the  superintendent  moved  upstairs  in  a  small  room, 
that  had  been  used  as  a  storage  room.  As  the  enrollment  mounted,  the 
first  and  second  grades  were  divided.  Every  available  bit  of  space  in 
the  Central  and  Lincoln  Buildings  was  in  use. 

The  number  of  teachers  hired  from  time  to  time  increased  from 
twelve  in  1918  to  twenty-four  in  1928.  The  enrollment  in  1918  was  492, 
and  at  the  close  of  1927-1928  will  be  1,024.  The  high  peak  of  enroll- 
ment, before  this  year,  was  923  in  1923  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  in  the  ten  years  just  past,  there  was  a  steady  and  substantial  in- 
crease each  year.  The  number  of  graduates  from  the  eighth  grade  the 
first  year  of  these  last  ten  was  thirteen  and  in  1928  between  thirty  and 
forty. 

To  stimulate  the  interest  of  the  parents  in  the  work  of  the  children, 
visiting  days  were  instituted ;  and  at  any  time  now  throughout  the  year, 
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mothers  and  fathers  are  cordially  welcomed  in  order  that  they  may 
keep  in  touch  with  the  work  being  taught. 

The  manual  training  classes,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  E.  F.  Funk, 
who  came  into  the  work  in  1918,  have  made  great  strides  in  these  years. 
From  learning  to  handle  tools  and  making  crude,  unfinished  models, 
they  have  learned  the  rudiments  of  house  building;  having  two  small 
bungalows  to  their  credit ;  one  of  which  stands  on  the  school  grounds  and 
in  the  press  of  a  large  enrollment  has  had  to  be  used  as  a  classroom. 
Furniture  of  various  kinds,  including  day  beds,  dining  table  and  chairs, 
upholstered  stools,  book  racks,  and  dozens  of  beautiful  models  are  on 
display  each  year.  The  work  of  the  Domestic  Science  and  Art  Classes 
has  been  equally  good.  For  several  years  the  girls  of  the  graduating 
classes  made  their  dresses  in  the  sewing  department.  Underwear,  house- 
hold linens,  aprons  and  many  needful  garments  were  fashioned  in  each 
half  year.  The  department  had  one  sewing  machine  in  1918  and  now 
has  six  of  the  best  make.  In  the  first  term  of  the  school  year,  cooking 
is  taught  and  the  technique  of  all  kinds  of  food  preparation  is  taught 
and  each  class  project  is  rounded  out.  In  the  upper  grades,  a  breakfast, 
luncheon  and  dinner  is  planned,  served  and  eaten  by  the  children  them- 
selves. 

Once  a  year  a  formal  dinner  is  given,  sometimes  to  the  Board  mem- 
bers and  sometimes  to  the  mid-year  graduating  class.  Though  the  aver- 
age age  of  the  girls  of  this  department  is  thirteen  years,  they  have  access 
to  a  knowledge  of  domestic  science  and  domestic  art,  the  equal  of 
children  of  much  greater  age. 

The  Domestic  Science  and  Art  Department  was  established  in  1912, 
during  Mr.  McFarland's  term  of  office.  Miss  Asmus,  Miss  Hewett,. 
Miss  Cecil  White  having  had  charge  at  different  periods.  At  first,  the 
large  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Central  Building  was  equipped,  then 
some  years  later,  the  room  on  the  third  floor  was  used  and  with  much 
more  equipment  is  still  in  use.  The  other  teachers  of  this  work  in  the 
past  ten  years  have  been  Miss  Morse  in  1918,  who  instituted  the  idea 
of  having  the  girls  who  would  graduate  from  the  eighth  grade  make 
their  own  dresses ;  added  to  this  was  a  period  of  learning  to  darn  their 
cwn  stockings,  make  suitable  underwear,  learn  the  care  of  their  hair 
and  the  hygienic  principles  of  bathing  were  taught,  since  the  basements 
of  the  buildings  were  equipped  with  showers  and  baths.  Miss  Vina 
Robertson,  Miss  Mary  Price,  who  was  compelled  to  resign  at  the  end 
of  the  first  half  year  and  Miss  Robertson  was  again  placed  in  charge; 
Miss  Juanita  Franks  and  Mrs.  Esther  B.  King,  who  is  still  at  the  head 
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of  this  department.  In  the  Sewing  department,  all  the  costume  work 
is  done,  whenever  pageants  or  programs  are  arranged. 

Since  it  was  necessary  to  segregate  the  classes  for  better  work,  a 
special  teacher  of  playground  work  was  dispensed  with ;  a  part-time 
teacher  gives  athletic  work  to  the  girls  while  Mr.  Funk  the  Manual 
Training  Teacher  takes  care  of  the  athletic  work  with  the  boys. 

The  Music  Department  during  the  past  ten  years  has  been  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Marie  Runkel,  Mrs.  Houghton,  Miss  Miesner, 
Miss  McCay  and  Miss  Thurman ;  and  throughout  the  years  has  risen 
to  a  high  standard.  One  of  the  strongest  features,  outside  of  the  regu- 
lar music  periods  in  each  room  has  been  the  girls'  glee  club  consisting 
of  girls  from  the  5th,  6th,  7th  and  8th  grades,  in  age  from  ten  to  four- 
teen years.  There  are  about  fifty  members  in  the  club.  Last  spring  the 
Club  staged  an  operetta  in  the  Elks  Opera  House  which  was  very  lovely 
and  attractive. 

The  age-old  custom  of  singing  Christmas  carols  has  become  a  part 
cf  the  Public  School  of  late  years;  but  instead  of  taking  the  children 
around  the  town  to  sing  at  the  houses  where  a  lighted  candle  burns,  the 
song  service  has  been  given  at  the  Elks  Opera  House.  A  specially  built 
stage  seating  has  been  made,  so  that  the  several  hundred  children  can 
be  seen  and  the  carols  better  rendered.  This  service  lasts  about  an 
hour  and  is  free  to  the  public.  The  Music  Department  has  acquired 
five  pianos,  two  victrolas  and  this  last  year  an  Orthophonic  victrola. 

The  public  at  large,  in  the  persons  of  the  Elks  and  the  Managers 
of  the  picture  theater,  Mr.  Adolph  Schutz  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Ward,  and 
other  interested  people,  friends  of  the  children,  have  given  for  the 
children's  entertainment  a  Christmas  treat  of  a  free  picture,  with  candy 
or  oranges  or  some  treat. 

One  of  the  extra  duties  which  the  superintendent  carries  on  has 
been  the  welfare  work.  Under  the  compulsory  school  law,  the  attend- 
ance officer  was  compelled  to  bring  the  children  into  school ;  to  provide 
against  the  lack  of  clothing,  a  welfare  department  was  created,  the 
money  for  which  was  either  donated  by  the  Woman's  Club,  private 
individuals,  or  even  clothing  from  interested  persons.  All  the  enter- 
tainments that  the  Public  School  children  have  staged  in  the  Opera 
House  in  the  last  ten  years  have  been  for  the  benefit  of  this  welfare 
fund,  so  that  the  children  themselves  have  had  a  part  in  building  up  this 
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most  necessary  department.  A  large  storage  locker  in  the  basement  of 
the  Central  Building  is  kept  for  clothing. 

In  order  that  those  children  who  lacked  the  sanitary  equipment  of 
modern  plumbing,  showers  and  baths  were  placed  in  the  Central  Build- 
ing; teachers  and  the  attendance  officer  have  been  of  great  assistance 
in  carrying  on  this  important  phase  of  the  work. 

The  Public  Schools  have  reached  a  high  degree  of  excellence  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years.  The  grades  have  been  standardized ;  the  course 
of  study  the  best  obtainable,  having  been  written  by  the  teachers  and 
supervised  by  the  superintendent.  The  teaching  staff  is  of  a  high  qual- 
ity ;  all  of  the  teachers  have  at  least  two  years  of  Normal  training ;  six 
of  the  staff  have  life  certificates  and  also  hold  the  A.  B.  degree.  The 
Board  of  Education  and  the  superintendent  has  seen  to  it  that,  with  the 
salary  schedule  which  the  school  is  able  to  have,  that  the  very  best  teach- 
ers are  employed.  The  children  are  well  cared  for  at  school  and  on  the 
grounds ;  no  pains  is  ever  spared  on  the  part  of  the  teaching  staff  to 
advance  the  child. 

Four  years  ago,  in  order  to  give  the  individual  child  the  benefit  of 
proceeding  as  rapidly  as  possible,  mid-year  promotions  were  instituted 
and  since  that  time,  the  school  holds  two  graduating  exercises,  one  in 
January,  and  the  other  in  May  of  each  year. 

The  average  salary  has  increased  from  $50.00  a  month  for  a  two 
months  school  at  the  beginning  of  public  schools  in  Silver  City  to  $120.00 
per  month  for  a  ten  months  school. 

While  the  very  spacious  Assembly  Hall  provided  in  building  the 
Central  Building  was  adequate  for  a  number,  for  all  gatherings  of  the 
school,  it  was  demonstrated  in  1920  that  all  the  friends  of  the  children 
and  the  school  could  not  be  accommodated  in  it  and  from  that  time  on, 
the  Elks  Opera  House  was  rented  for  the  purpose  of  graduation  and 
the  various  pageants  that  were  given.  In  1924  for  the  mid-winter 
graduation,  the  Liberty  (now  the  Silco)  theater  was  used. 

A  sum  of  money  is  allowed  each  year  for  library  purposes ;  and 
this  has  been  used  in  buying  suitable  reference  books  for  grades  and  in 
a  small  fiction  library  for  the  children.  A  reading  course  runs  through- 
out the  grades,  the  small  children  being  required  to  read  one  book  a 
year,  up  to  the  eighth  who  are  responsible  for  sixteen  during  the  year. 
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Some  three  years  ago,  the  fiction  library  was  cataloged,  the  books  being 
numbered,  classified,  and  a  card  system  installed.  Last  year  the  Dewey 
Decimal  system  was  introduced  for  the  reference  books  and  the  eighth 
grade  class  room,  (the  old  Assembly  room),  also  contains  the  rest  of 
the  books.  Book  cases  line  the  walls  and  the  number  of  volumes  has 
reached  over  2,000  this  year. 

One  other  innovation  was  the  installing  of  movable  desks  in  every 
room  of  the  Central  Building;  so  that  the  socialized  recitation  can  be 
more  easily  carried  on ;  or  whenever  possible  group  work  can  be  done. 

After  a  period  of  years,  seventeen  to  be  exact  from  the  opening 
of  the  Central  Building,  the  Board  of  Education,  consisting  of  Mr.  H. 
H.  Bassett,  Mr.  Robert  Jackson,  Mr.  Ira  J.  Wright,  Mr.  W.  A.  Welsh 
and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Perrault,  realizing  that  the  two  buildings  were  inadequate 
for  school  purposes,  met  to  consider  plans  for  more  room.  The  Central 
building  would  not  admit  of  an  addition,  so  early  in  the  year  of  1927,  a 
petition  was  circulated  among  the  citizens  of  the  town  asking  for  a 
special  election  to  vote  bonds  for  a  new  building.  The  bonds  were  voted 
200  for  and  7  against,  at  a  special  election  held  in  April,  1927 ;  $60,000 
worth  of  bonds  were  sold  and  after  the  usual  delays  incident  to  neces- 
sary advertising,  etc.,  the  plans  of  Trost  and  Trost  of  El  Paso  were  ac- 
cepted and  the  bid  for  construction  let  to  Ponsford  and  Sons  of  El 
Paso.  The  new  building  contains  four  class  rooms,  an  auditorium, 
offices  on  the  first  floor  and  down  stairs,  an  immense  room  for  the 
manual  training  department,  a  large  classroom,  storage  rooms  and  fur- 
nace rooms.  The  lots  on  the  rest  of  Block  131,  on  Sixth,  Bayard  and 
Kelly  Streets  were  acquired  by  purchase  for  the  new  primary  building 
which  will  be  known  as  the  "Washington  Building." 

The  auditorium  which  seats  about  five  hundred,  will  also  be  used 
for  gymnasium  purposes,  the  floor  being  lined  for  basketball  and  the 
goals  placed  at  either  end.  Toilets  and  showers  are  placed  on  both 
floors.  The  scenery  and  curtains  for  the  stage  were  obtained  by  selling 
advertisements  on  the  drop  curtain  and  the  following  merchants  made 
this  possible.  As  usual  it  is  the  townspeople  who  foster  everything  that 
is  of  value  to  the  school :  the  original  building  paid  for  by  popular  sub- 
scription and  this  history  for  the  period  covering  fifty-four  years,  1874 
to  1928  inclusive  containing  a  subscription  list. 
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The  advertisements  ranged  in  price  from  $35  to  $15  for  space. 

Bassett  Motor  Company 

W.  A.  Welsh  Clothing  Company 

Schadel's  Bakery 

Metcalf,  car  dealer 

Crescent  Lumber  Company 

Robertson  Plumbing  Co. 

C.  A.  Bennett,  car  dealer 

R.  P.  Noble,  grocer 

Carl  Frymire,  Jeweler 

Agee  Drug  Company 

Blackwell  Book  Store 

American  National  Bank 

E.  Cosgrove,  Incorporated,  Hardware 

Schiff's  Clothing 

Howell  Drug  Store 

Kauffmann  Insurance  Company 

Silco  Theatre 

Rosedale  Dairy 

Silver  City  Cleaners 

Texas  Power  Company 

W.  S.  Cox,  Hardware 

Silver  City  Ice  Company 

Turner  Grocery 

Independent  Publishing  Co. 

Edith  Lusk  Flower  Shop 

Hinman  and  Sons,  Furniture 

First  National  Bank 

Enterprise  Publishing  Company 
The  School's  expenses  are  met  by  the  tax  payers,  as  in  earlier 
times,  but  for  the  past  six  years,  all  items  of  expense  are  placed  in  a 
budget  which  an  educational  auditor  must  pass  on,  then  submit  it  to 
the  Tax  Commission  of  the  state. 

While  every  individual  teacher  of  the  staff  of  the  last  ten  years 
has  not  been  mentioned,  the  fact  is  evident  that  whatever  success  has 
been  gained,  whatever  standard  has  been  reached,  it  was  due,  not  to  the 
efforts  of  one  teacher,  or  one  superintendent,  but  to  the  excellent  team 
work  of  all  the  teachers  working  in  harmony  for  the  good  of  the  child, 
for  the  building  up  of  the  schools  system.  Credit  is  also  due  to  the 
school  boards  who  have  so  generously  given  of  their  time  and  assistance 
to  the  superintendents  throughout  the  years. 
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List  of  the  school  teachers  who  have  taught  in  the 
Silver  City  Public  Schools  from  1874  to  1928 


Year 

Name                 Length  of 
Term 

Private  Schools 

Jan.  3, 

1874 

Prof.  J.  Webster 

May  9, 

1874 

Emma  Noyes  (?)    Summer  School 

Sent 

1874 

Miss  Mary  Richards 

lo/o 

No  school 

10/  o 

No  school 

Private  School 

Oct  27, 

1877 

Miss  Belle  Lucas 

Rpv  Gale 

Sept.  7, 

1878 

i\.ev.  i\.  xi.  vjciie 

Assisted  by  Miss  Lucas 

o  mos.  v.  •  / 

Apr.  12, 

1879 

J.  C  Peterson 

in  dine   iiieii Liuiicu,    uui   nu  icluiu 

mat  ne  laugnt  ine  scnooi^. 

May  3, 

1879 

n.  vv .  onerry 

Prof.  A.  C.  Bowry,  B.  L. 

August, 

1879 

n .  vv  onerry 

Select  school  for  higher 

bra  n  ches 

March  8, 

1880 

1-i     W  SVierrv 
1.1,    v v  .   o nci  l  y 

Prof.  Joyce,  higher 

bra  n  rViPS 

June, 

1880 

Miss  Winn 

A/Ti«<s  Kincr   Select  School 

Nov.  22, 

1880 

A  ft  1  C  C  ItlfT 

ivllbs  XVlUg 

Mr.  Galles,  in  Library 

rooms 

loo  1 

John  Kious 

1  QQ  1 

lool 

Miss  Reeves 

Mrs.  Bennett 

Miss  Lamb 

March, 

1882 

Mr.  Hardenbrook 

Mrs.  Hardenbrook 

June, 

1882 

Mr.  Hardenbrook 

Miss  Shannon 

Aug., 

1883 

Miss  Reeves 

Mrs.  McGahen 

Miss  Lamb  (replaced  by  Mrs. 

L.  J.  Bennet) 

Dec, 

1883 

F.  J.  Davidson 

Rev.  E.  L.  Latham 

Mar.  22, 

1884 

F.  J.  Davidson  resigns 

Aug., 

1884 

T.  J.  Charles 

Miss  Ada  Cutler 

Miss  Mary  Alexander 

1885 

Same  faculty  as  the  previous  year 
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Year 


Name 


Length  of 
Term 


Private  Schools 


1886 


1887 


August,  1888 


April, 

May, 
August, 


1889 


1890 


1890 


1891 


August, 


1891 
1892 


August,  1892 


T.  J.  Charles 
Miss  Cutler 
Miss  Ida  M.  Jones 

T.  J.  Charles 
Miss  Cutler 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Jackson 
Miss  Carrie  J.  Murphy 

G.  Miles,  Principal,  Vice 
Charles  (resigned) 

S.  P.  McCrea,  Prin. 
Mrs.  Jackson 
Miss  Cutler 
Miss  Lizzie  Black 

Miss  Cutler,  Principal 
Mrs.  Jackson 
Miss  Black 
Miss  Cook 


Miss  Matilda  Koehler 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Jackson 
Miss  May  Gaddis 
Miss  Lula  Baxter 
Miss  Lizzie  Black 

Miss  Koehler 
Miss  Cutler 
Miss  Black 
Mrs.  Connor 
Miss  Jettie  Gaddis 
Miss  May  Gaddis 

Prof.  N.  C.  Campbell 
Miss  Cutler 
Miss  Koehler 
Miss  May  Gaddis 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Conner 
Miss  Lizzie  Black 
Miss  J.  L.  Gaddis 

Miss  Koehler,  Principal 
May  B.  Gaddis 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Conner 
Miss  Lizzie  Black 
Miss  Myrtle  Bailey 


Opening  of  Silver  City 
Institute,  Prof.  W.  M. 
Decker 


Kindergarten,  Miss  Net- 
tie Munson 


HISTORY  FROM  1874  TO  1928 


71 


Year 


Name 


Length  of 
Term 


Private  Schools 


August,  1893 
1894 


August,  1894 
1895 


August,  1895 
1896 


August,  1896 
1897 


August,  1897 
1898 


August,  1898 
1899 


August,  1899 
1900 

August,  1900 
1901 

August,  1901 
1902 


Miss  Koehler 

Miss  May  Gaddis 

Miss  Jettie  L.  Gaddis 

Miss  Cora  Derbyshire 

Mrs.  Maud  A.  Fielder 

Miss  Lizzie  Black 
Miss  Koehler 

Miss  May  Gaddis 

Miss  Jettie  Gaddis 

Miss  Lizzie  Black 
Miss  Koehler 

Miss  Jettie  Gaddis 

Miss  Lizzie  Black 

Miss  Mary  Agee 

Miss  Belle  Eckles 

Charles  E.  Hill,  (vice  Miss 
Black,  died  in  Sept.) 
Same  as  above,  with  addition  of 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Jackson 
Miss  Jettie  Gaddis  resigns, 

Miss  Mable  Miller  elected 
I.  N.  Hughes,  Principal 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Jackson 

Joan  Moorman 

Miss  Maud  M.  Miller 

Mrs.  Maud  E.  Fielder 

Miss  Belle  Eckles 

(Miss  Moorman  resigned 
Miss  Ollie  Whitehill  in  her 
place) 

Miss  M.  R.  Koehler,  Principal 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  R.  Jackson 

Miss  Belle  Eckles 

Miss  Ollie  Whitehill 

Miss  Mabel  Miller 

Mrs.  Maud  Fielder 
Same  as  previous  year 

Same  as  previous  year 

Miss  Koehler 

Miss  Belle  Eckles 
Miss  Ollie  Whitehill 
Mrs.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Maud  Fielder 
Miss  Edith  Casey 


Opening  of  the  New 
Mexico  Normal  School, 
Silver  City,  N.  M. 


Business    College,  in 
Southern  Hotel, 
Mrs.  Geo.  Norton 

Kindergarten,  Miss  Hat- 
tie  Stevens,  P  i  n  o  s 
Altos,  N.  M. 
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Term 

August,      1902  Same 
1903 

August,      1903    Miss  Koehler 

1904       Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jackson 
Miss  Belle  Eckles 
Mrs.  Maud  Fielder 
Miss  Belle  Gaddis 
Miss  Carrie  Whitehill 
Miss  Edith  Casey  (resigned) 
Miss  Kate  Crawford 

August,     1904  Same 
1905 

August,      1905  Same 
1906 

August,      1906    W.  B.  McFarland,  Principal 
1907       Miss  Mary  Gill 

Miss  Belle  Eckles 
Miss  Carrie  Whitehill 
Mrs.  McAninch 
Miss  Winifred  Martin 
Miss  Bess  Tidy 

(Mrs.  Bell,  substitute) 

1907  W.  B.  McFarland 

1908  Miss  Winifred  Martin 
Miss  Mary  Gill 
Miss  Bess  Tidy 
Miss  Bell  Eckles 
(Miss  Martin  resigned, 

Mrs.  Bell  elected) 
Prof.  John  Treanor,  Music 

1908  W.  B.  McFarland,  Principal 

1909  Miss  Belle  Eckles 
Mrs.  Medbury 
Miss  Aubrey  Boone 
Miss  Alma  Boone 
Miss  Snyder,  Music 

1909  W.  B.  McFarland 

1910  Miss  Belle  Eckles 
Mrs.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Medbury 
Miss  Mary  Gill 
Miss  Aubrey  Boone 
Miss  Alma  Boone 
Miss  Snyder,  Music 


August, 


August, 


August, 
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Year 


Name 


Length  of 
Term 


Private  Schools 


August,      1910    W.  B.  McFarland 

1911       Miss  Belle  Eckles 
Mrs.  Jackson 
Miss  Aubrey  Boone 
Miss  Alma  Boone 
Miss  Mary  Gill 
Miss  Taylor  (resigned) 
Miss  Asmus,,  Music 


August,  1911 
1912 


August, 


August, 


W.  B.  McFarland 
Miss  Belle  Eckles 
Miss  Mary  Gill 
Miss  Alma  Boone 
Miss  Asmus 
Miss  Sadie  Bostick 
Miss  Lucy  Miner 
Miss  Sadie  Hoy,  vice  Miss 

Miner 
Mrs.  Jackson 
Miss  Florence  Lambden, 

vice  Mrs.  Jackson 
Miss  Ada  Estes 
(Miss  Eckles  resigns) 

1912  W.  B.  McFarland 

1913  Miss  Margaret  Flaherty 
Miss  Hazel  Gough 
Miss  Lenore  Thwaits 
Miss  Marguerite  Foote 
Miss  Eva  Upchurch 
Miss  Omah  Johnson 
Miss  Alma  Boone 
Miss  Mary  Gill 

Miss  Hazel  Hopkins 
Miss  Karina  Asmus 

1913  W.  B.  McFarland 

1914  Miss  Lenore  Thwaits 
Miss  Omah  Johnson 
Miss  Marguerite  Foote 
Miss  Sadie  Hoy 

Miss  Alma  Boone 
Miss  Mary  Gill 
Miss  Hazel  Hopkins 
Miss  Karina  Asmus 
Miss  Gladys  Nesbit 
Mr.  Ross  Young 
Miss  Harriet  Hagan 
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Year 


Name 


Length  of 
Term 


Private  Schools 


August,     1914    W.  B.  McFarland 

1915  Miss  Mary  Gill 
Miss  Alma  Boone 
Miss  Marguerite  Foote 
Miss  Siadie  Hoy 

Miss  Hazel  Hopkins 
Miss  Lorene  Tetter 
Evelyn  Case 
Miss  Ina  Marriott 
Mr.  Ross  Wiley 
Miss  Elsie  Nason 
Miss  Clara  Hewitt, 

Domestic  Science  and  Music 
Miss  Louella  Hays 

August,     1915    W.  B.  McFarland 

1916  Mr.  Ross  Wiley 
Miss  Mary  Gill 
Miss  Ina  Marriott 
Miss  Hazel  Hopkins 
Miss  Cecil  White, 

Domestic  Science 
Miss  Marguerite  Foote 
Miss  Alma  Boone 
Harriett  Hagen 
Miss  McChesney 
Miss  Lucy  Ranson 
Miss  Wilsey 
Miss  Norton 
Miss  Eva  Swain 

August,      1916    Byron  H.  Reed,  Principal 

1917  Mr.  Ross  B.  Wiley 
Miss  Anna  Lewis 
Miss  Lou  Walton 
Miss  Cecil  White, 

Domestic  Science 
Mrs.  Abbie  Behrns,  Music 
Miss  Lucy  Ransom 
Miss  Catherine  Boulton 
Miss  Martha  White 
Miss  Louella  Hays 
Miss  Mable  Hays 
Miss  Florence  Reif 
Lincoln  Building: 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Bayne 
Miss  Mary  Florence  Marriott 
Miss  Georgiana  Ireland 


First  year  of  high  school 


Opening  of  Lincoln 
Building 


End  of  four  year  high 
school  in  Public  School 


Departmental   Work  at 
this  time 
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Year 


Name 


Length  of 
Term 


Private  Schools 


August,     1917    Byron  H.  Reed,  Principal 
1918       William  Allingham 

Miss  Lucile  Watts,  Music 
Miss  Jessie  Lock 
Miss  Elsie  Bell  (resigned) 
Miss  Mabel  Brown  (resigned) 
Miss  Cecil  White, 

Domestic  Science 
Mrs.  Lucy  Eller 
Miss  Sylvia  Johnson 
Miss  Marguerite  Foote 
Miss  Mar}-  Florence  Marriott 
Miss  France  Robertson 
Miss  Ada  Merchant 
Miss  Mabel  Hays 
Miss  Louella  Hays 
Miss  Martha  White  (resigned) 
Miss  Reba  McColgan 

(resigned) 
Miss  Lucy  Ranson 
Miss  Catherine  Boulton 

1918-  1919    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 

E.  F.  Funk 

Miss  Nellie  Ballou 

Miss  Margaret  Barnett 

Miss  Marie  Runkel 

Miss  Marguerite  Foote 

Miss  Ada  Gray  Merchant 

Miss  Vaud  Kroeger 

Miss  Luch  Hollinger 

Miss  Arabella  Lucas 

Miss  May  Miller  (resigned) 

Miss  Florrie  Rabb 

Miss  Catherine  Scott 

Miss  Edith  Enloe 

1919-  1920    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 

E.  F.  Funk 

Mrs.  Louise  Houghton 
Miss  Alice  Morse 
Miss  Nellie  Ballou 

(resigned  in  December) 
Miss  Ruth  Burris,  takes  her 

place 

Miss  Penelope  Laughlin 

Mrs.  Maud  Stratton  (resigned) 

Miss  Grace  Baldwin 


Supt.  7th  and  8th  grades 
Manual  Training 
Playground 
Domestic  Science 
Music  and  Art 


Manual  Training 
Music  and  Art 
Domestic  Science 
Playground 
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Year 


Name 


Length  of 
Term 


Private  Schools 


1919-1920       Miss  Marriott  (resigned) 


Miss  Lida  Mae  School 

Miss  Valfreda  Santheson 

Miss  May  Chambers 

Miss  Ruth  Crocker 

Miss  Ethel  Enloe 

Miss  Florrie  Rabb 

Miss  Josephine  Dawson 

Miss  Blanche  Moore  (resigned) 

Miss  Caroline  Fishback 

Miss  Mabel  Davis  7th  and  8th 

Miss  Helen  M.  Calkins 

(Elected  in  Nov.,  1919,  for 

the  8th  grade) 


1920-1921    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 


E.  F.  Funk 

Miss  Alice  B.  Morse 

Mrs.  Louise  B.  Houghton 

Miss  Harriett  F.  Staley 

Miss  Penelope  Laughlin 

Miss  Helen  M.  Calkins 

Miss  Janet  Merrill 

Miss  Ethel  Enloe 

Miss  Frances  McGrath 

Miss  Ruth  Thurman 

Miss  Louise  Whitmire 

Miss  Nell  Christian 

Miss  May  Chambers  (resigned) 

Miss  Valfreda  Santheson 

Miss  Lettie  Houdyshell 

Miss  Lida  Mae  Scholl 


1921-1922    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 


Miss  Helen  M.  Calkins 

Miss  Penelope  Laughlin 

Mrs.  Schofield 

Miss  Nell  Christian 

Miss  Lida  Mae  Scholl 

Miss  Phyllis  Lien 

Miss  Katherine  Hilliard 

Miss  Ruth  Moery 

Mrs.  Blanch  Boulware 

Miss  Gr*ace  Thompson 


E.  F 

Miss 
Miss 
Miss 


Funk 

Ruth  Thurman 
Vina  Robertson 
Josephine  Pulliam 


Music 

Domestic  Science 
Playground 


HISTORY  FROM  1874  TO  1928 

Year  Name  Length  of  Private  Schools 

Term 


1921-  1922       Miss  Lalla  Wynne 

Miss  Bertha  Williams 
Miss  Ila  Lewis 

Mrs.  Eunice  Thwaits  Half  day 

1922-  1923    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 

E.  F.  Funk 

Miss  Mary  Price  (resigned) 

Replaced  by  Miss  Vina 

Robertson 
Miss  Velma  Meisner  Music 

Resigned,  replaced  by  Miss 

Crystal  McKay 
Miss  Irene  Dunkelberg  Playground 
Helen  M.  Calkins 
Miss   Catherine  Hilliard 
Miss  Carrie  Rowan 
Miss  Ruth  Moery 
Mrs.  Blanche  Boulware 
Miss  Ruth  James 
Miss  Lalla  Wynne 
Miss  Nell  Christian 
Mrs.  Etta  Schofield 
Mrs.  Massey 
Mrs.  Guy  Phillips 
Miss  Ila  Lewis 

Miss  Penelope  Laughlin  (died) 
Miss  Helen  Field 

Miss  Zella  Comer  Half  day 

1923-  1924    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 

E.  F.  Funk  Manual  Training 

Miss  Ruth  Thurman  Music 

Miss  Vinja  Robertson  Domestic  Science 

Miss  Evelyn  Daley  Playground 

Miss  Helen  M.  Calkins 

Miss  Minnie  Rogers  (resigned) 

Mrs.  Larkin  takes  this  place 
Miss  Catherine  Moffatt 
Miss  Ruth  Moery 
Mrs.  Blanche  Boulware 
Miss  Ruth  James 
Miss  Lalla  Wynne  (resigned) 

Mrs.  West  takes  this  place 
Miss  Helen  Curry 
Miss  Leah  Voltz 
Miss  Nelle  Margaret  Smith 
Miss  Ila  Lewis 
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Term 

1923-  1924       Miss  Helen  Field 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Strode 
(Mrs.  Massey) 
Mrs.  Margaret  Fay  (resigned) 
Mrs.  Koch,  assistant 

1924-  1925    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 

E.  F.  Funk 

Miss  Ruth  Thurman 

Miss  Vina  Robertson 

Miss  Evelyn  Daley 

Miss  Helen  M.  Calkins 

Mrs.  Maud  Larkin 

Miss  Cathreen  Moffatt 

Mrs.   Blanche  Boulware 

Miss   Ruth  Moery 

Miss  Ruth  James 

Mrs.  Bernice  West 

Miss  Helen  Curry 

Miss  Leah  Voltz 

Miss  Nelle  Margaret  Smith 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Strode 

Miss  Ila  Lewis 

Miss  Helen  Field 

Miss  Ruth  Moffatt 

1925-  1926    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 

E.  F.  Funk 

Miss  Ruth  Thurman 

Miss  Juanita  Franks 

Mrs.  Edmund  Gillespie 

Miss  Helen  M.  Calkins 

Miss  Genevieve  Pennock 

Miss  Margaret  Tully 

Miss  Ruth  James 

Mrs.  Blanche  Boulware 

Mrs.  Bernice  West 

Mrs.  Grace  Corrigan 

Miss  Helen  Sparks 

Mrs.  Eunice  Thwaits 

Miss  Nelle  Margaret  Smith 

Mrs.  Idabel  Rose 

Miss  Leah  Voltz 

Miss  Ila  Lewis 

Miss  Hazel  Olson 

Miss  Idah  J.  Grimes 

Mrs.  Josephine  Allison,  asst. 
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1926-1927    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 

Mr.  W.  F.  Funk 

Miss 

Ruth  Thurman 

Mrs. 

Esther  B.  King 

Miss 

Helen  M.  Calkins 

Miss 

Orlena  Waddell 

Miss 

Undine  Caveness 

Miss 

Genevieve  Pennock 

Mrs. 

Josephine  Allison 

Mrs. 

Blanche  Boulware 

Mrs. 

Bernice  West 

Miss 

Helen  Sparks 

Miss 

Nelle  Margaret  Smith 

Miss 

Idah  J.  Grimes 

Miss 

Ruth  Boyd 

Miss 

Ila  Lewis 

Miss 

Marguerite  Tully 

Mrs. 

Grace  Corrigan  (resigned) 

Replaced  by  Mrs.  Margaret 

Schutz 
Mrs.  Eunice  Thwiaits 
Miss  Isabel  Rose 


1927-1928    Miss  Lela  A.  Manville 
E.  F.  Funk 
Miss  Ruth  Thurman 
Mrs.  Esther  B.  King 
Miss  Helen  M.  Calkins 
Miss  Orlena  Waddell 
Mrs.  Undine  Caveness  Williams 
Miss  Berenice  Denny 
Mrs.  Josephine  Allison 
Mrs.  Blanche  Boulware 
Miss  Lindgren 
Mrs.  Ida  Dunifon  (resigned) 

(replaced  by  Mrs.  Anna  Clark 
Miss  Nelle  Margaret  Smith 
Miss  Thelma  West  (resigned) 

(replaced  by  Miss  Lulu  Curry) 
Miss  Idah  J.  Grimes 
Mrs.   Eunice  Thwaits 
Miss  Louise  Wilson  (resigned) 

(replaced  by  Miss  Frances 

Reidlinger 
Miss  Ruth  Dale 
Miss  Catherine  Martin 
Mrs.  Anna  Thomas 
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Year 


Name 


Length  of 
Term 


Private  Schools 


1927-1928 


Mrs.  Van  Avery,  assistant 
Mrs.  Anna  Clark,  assistant 
Mrs.  Nelson  Wurgler,  assistant 
Miss  Nellie  Whorley,  assistant 
Mrs.  Ruth  Phillips,  assistant 


(This  life  of  I.  J.  Stevens  was  furnished  by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Dotson,  grand- 
daughter). 

Isaac  James  Stevens  was  born  in  Andover,  Maine,  in  1811,  and 
died  in  Clifton,  Arizona,  August  10,  1886,  aged  75  years. 

He  crossed  the  plains  with  ox  teams  with  his  wife  and  ten  children. 
They  stopped  in  Minnesota  for  one  year,  then  moved  on  to  Colorado. 
Where  the  city  of  Denver  now  stands,  Mr.  Stevens  built  the  first  log 
cabin. 

In  the  early  70's,  learning  of  the  rich  silver  mines  at  Silver  City, 
they  moved  there  and  established  a  home  for  a  number  of  years ;  with  a 
capital  of  $7,000  or  $8,000,  Mr.  Stevens  bought  up  city  lots,  as  he  was 
very  progressive  and  had  faith  in  the  place.  One  of  these  lots  was 
given  to  the  town  of  Silver  City  on  which  to  erect  the  first  school  build- 
ing and  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  who  worked  for  and  urged  the 
building  of  a  school  house. 

Later  he  located  mines  in  Clifton,  Arizona,  was  one  of  the  first 
citizens  of  Clifton  and  lived  there  until  his  death.    His  children  were : 


Mrs.  H.  H.  WhitehilL 
*Mrs.  Richard  Hudson. 
Mrs.  Susan  Ramsdell... 

Isaac  Stevens,  Jr  

*Charles  Stevens  

Moses  Stevens    

*  Albert  Stevens  

Josie  Stevens 

Wm.  Harrison  Stevens 

Mrs.  John  Turner  


 Silver  City 

 Deming 

Globe,  Arizona 


Clifton 
.Clifton 


Old  Mexico 
..Porto  Rico 


Durango,  Colo. 


*  The  three  living. 
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Families  that  attended  school  in  the  old  School  House : 


Rose 

Carson 

Green 

rirpn  f  plrl 

vjri  en  i  ciu 

Davies 

Wlrtrif]  Awn  vc\ 
VV  UUUWaiu 

TV  If'  11  _„ 

Miller 

Wnitenill 

v  ega 

Wards 

X1  cSblcI 

Neff 

rvr>  *-i 
w  orien 

Vegas 

Utt 

Buck 

Guiterres 

Parker 

Kinnon 

Holson 

Smith 

Casey 

Wm.  Bonney 

Swift 

Lilly  Cook 

Rivers 

Lily  Smith 

Baker 

Brahm 

Lucas 

Dickerson 

Hopkins 

Foote 

Sherry 

Eckstein 

Brandis 

Moses 

Romero 

Ashenfelter 

Mosson 

Rosencrans 

Pacheco 

Hurlburt 

Ross 

Scholars  of  The  First  Public  School 


Maggie  Wilson 
Jennie  Ramsdell 
Nannie  Ott 

George  and  Frank  Wilson 
George  Black 
Manuel  Taylor 
Charley  Chamberlain 
Ella  Gillett 

Lilly,  Annie  and  Obed  Latter 
Mary  Carr 

Cordie  and  Fallie  Bennett 
Giddeon  Truesdale 


Jim  and  Mary  Davies 

Harry  and  Emma  Whitehill 

Robert  Golden 

Bell  Sweet 

A.  Acosta 

Sarah  Abraham 

Chas.  Rosencrantz 

Charley  May 

Albert  and  Josie  Stevens 

Amelia  and  Vincent  May 

Mack  Day 

William  Bonney  (Billy,  the  Kid) 
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Different  Buildings  Used  for  the  Public  School 
1872  to  1928 

First  Public  School  opened  in  the  McGary  Hall,  1874. 

The  Old  Scott  Place,  where  the  "Mining  Life"  was  published. 

The  Old  Masonic  Hall  on  Hudson  Street,  across  from  the  old 
San  Vicente  Hotel  (Timmer  House). 

An  adobe  house  adjoining  the  old  Tremont  Hotel,  where  the  big- 
ditch  is  now. 

House  in  Potten  Row  (houses  on  site  now  owned  by  G.  W.  Utter). 

The  old  Derbyshire  Building-  across  the  ditch  from  Mrs.  Irvin's 
old  place. 

First  building  built  for  school  purposes  on  ground  given  by  I.  T. 


Stevens,  (6th  and  Arizona  Streets). 

Built  by  subscriptions  at  a  cost  of  $  7,000.00 

An  addition  built  on  this. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  was  used  for  overflow. 

Rooms  down  town  in  the  Abraham  Block. 
Second  Building  built  in  1910  $33,000.00 

($25,000  in  bonds;  #8,000  in  accumulated  funds). 

First  bonds  defeated  by  vote  of  125  to  91. 

Second  bonds  carried  by  vote  of  262  to  12. 

Third  Building,  the  Lincoln  Building,  (1915)  $10,000.00 

Fourth  Building,  the  Washington  Building,  1928  $39,400.00 

Bonds  voted  were  200  for  and  7  against. 
Members  of  the  Faculty,  with  no  repetition  during 

the  fifty-four  years  186 

Men   :   20 

Women  166 


186 

School  Census  (Ages  5  to  21) 

(The  first  census  ordered  to  be  taken  was  in  August,  1873,  by  the 
School  Commissioners,  through  their  secretary  J.  W.  Ginn,  who  was 
to  communicate  with  the  Justices  of  Peace  of  each  precinct  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  6  to  16  years  of  age). 

1874   180 

1884   325 
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1895   568 

1896   629 

1902..  :  -  1302 

1907  -  -  1261 

1910  ,  ,  -  1349 

1911  1314 

1914  1325 

1922ZZZZZZ  1305 

1923  1404 

1924  1504 

1925  v  1601 

1926  "  •  I635 

1927  ■  I803 

Enrollments 

1874   43 

1878   93 

1882...  ■-  -  ,„......'-..,-.-.:.  125 

1884   II7 

1885   149 

1886  -  -   241 

1887  -   I95 

1889...   250 

1891.  :   352 

1897  -  -   336 

1907   -  467 

1912..   416 

1916   321 

1918  -   492 

1919   510 

1920   627 

1921...  -----   685 

1922  -  630 

1923   932 

1924  :   797 

1925  -   781 

1926  -   SOI 

1927   920 

1928  ...Between  900  and  1000 
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Eighth  Grade  Graduations 

1889  .  .  -  -  .  2 

1908  __.   6 

1909  -   7 

1910   4 

1911       6 

1912    10 

1916  ,-    -  —11 

1918     3 

1919  -  13 

1920   22 

1921  v  16 

1922  ..  _______   -----   -23 

1923   23 

1924  :    _  30 

1925    30 

1926  -  --36 

1927...    30 

1928  38 

Xote:  In  the  years  1912-1916.  a  four  years  high  school  was  carried  on 
in  the  Public  School,  with  one  graduation  of  five  (5)  children. 

Enrollment  In  The  Primary 

1874   29 

1885  --   38 

1918  --   76 

1927  250 


